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Editor’s Note
Mike McKnight
My hunt out west was a success by every definition other than filling a tag. I spent the better
part of 4 days trying to outwit the deer pictured on the back cover. The closest I could get was
seventy yards or so. We saw a lot of mule deer does. The whitetail numbers were down though
it seemed.
I am not one for gadgets and firmly believe the Native American saying “the more you know
the less you need to carry” but a couple of things were pretty handy this trip. First, even
though I have OnX, a regular old compass around my neck always seemed to be used to get
my bearings. Second, I started carrying a small stove to make coffee and a hot midday meal.
The Peak Refuel brand of dehydrated food is probably the best I’ve ever had. Finally, while I
thankfully never had to use the emergency feature, I have started carrying a Garmin In Reach
mini. This satellite device isn’t cheap and requires a subscription but gives me the peace of
mind knowing that if something happens help is a push of the button away.
I wrote last edition about the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation and it’s importance to what we do as sportsmen and women and bowhunters. One of the legends credited
with defining and promoting the seven key principles outlined in the last edition was Dr. Valerius Geist. Dr. Geist sadly passed away this past summer at the age of 83. The author of over
20 books and scholarly articles too numerous to count also is known for his elk, moose, and
sheep research.
Play hard and have fun.

Next deadline to submit articles or
pictures is April 1

Email articles, photos, want ads, cartoons, and letters
for newsletter submission to :
Mike McKnight
msmcknight2912@gmail.com
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Secretary/Lobbyist Report
Dana Rogers
2022 will hopefully bring great things to you and yours. 2021 was another "interesting year"
of life, legislation and outdoor activity for me. As of today, I have not heard confirmation of
the dreaded Crossgun bill will rear its ugly head, but we have to remain vigilant. Even though
we have legal means for anyone with a verifiable handicap to obtain the permit, the "let's
make everything easier crowd" may well try once again.
This organizations board met with staff in December or teleconferenced in. We had a good
dialogue, hopefully you reviewed the notes I emailed you all. The 2021 SD deer seasons are
over, and with that it marked 3 years since the last deer license/draw change. GFP promised
the public a review and I believe that will definitely happen. One thing I definitely feel will
be brought up is the option to include our currently unlimited East/West and Antlerless over
the counter type archery permits. Our deer herds (particularly mule deer) have been experiencing difficulties in many areas. EHD has also greatly hampered our Whitetail herds in some
areas of the state. All the while big game opportunities and access issues have continued to
slip.
If you have strong opinions, I encourage you to become more involved and voice your concerns in a polite and professional manner. Our GFP staff do listen and I've found the majority
to be great people. Sportsmen do need to keep in mind though that they all work for
"someone" and there are myriad powerful voices that carry weight. Tourism, Chambers of
Commerce, Landowners, Outfitters and yea even the occasional anti-hunter.
Our 2022 annual convention and banquet will be in Sioux Falls at the Alliance Feb 1819. Trevor Davis has been working diligently to help make this another wonderful event. Our
Keynote speaker is Ray Howell of Kicking Bear Ministries. We also have some great seminars lined up as usual.
If you haven't bought your raffle tickets or banquet tickets please go to the www. SDBI.net/
shop and purchase them.

Once again Tim Finley of Kota custom bows and Travis Sivertsen have generously donated a
build to SDBI. There will be other awesome prizes as well. I hope to see you all there, bring
a friend and help spread the word!
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Secretary/Lobbyist Report
(continued)
Dana Rogers

The collection of donation items is continuing for the
annual convention. If any of you have a craft skill,
business or item you'd like to donate, please let us
know. We appreciate all donations! Also, there are
plenty of tickets left for the $1,000 cash prize or
choice of flagship compound. To get your tickets just
go to the website www.sdbi.net/shop and you can
pay with your CC via PayPal.
Hope to see you all in Sioux Falls on February 18-19
at the Alliance. Once again Travis Sivertsen and Tim
Finley have graciously donated their time and effort
to build a custom recurve for a donation prize.

Every year 3 of our board members terms will end. If they don't
choose to continue on for another 3-years, we will need replacement board members. If you would be interested in serving and
getting more involved, please let me know. As I'm sure you know,
this is an ALL VOLUNTEER organization. We are always looking for more people to help with the cause and get involved.

~Dana Rogers
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The North American Grasslands Conservation Act
Mike McKnight
If you have spent any time hunting in South Dakota or any other western state you certainly
know the importance of grasslands to wildlife. The name of the game these days is habitat the more and better quality the habitat the more and better quality of wildlife, whether it be
songbirds, pheasants, grouse, antelope, elk or deer. A coalition of the leading wildlife organizations - Pheasants Forever, TRCP, BHA, Land Trust Alliance - to name only a few, have
drafted a plan designed to protect and conserve grasslands for generations and provide economic opportunities for ranchers and farmers.
The bill is modeled after the North American Wetlands Conservation Act and would provide
grants to landowners to voluntarily improve and conserve our grasslands through restoring
native grasses, controlling invasive species, prescribed burns and other management practices.
The plan has already received some bipartisan support - quite a feat these days - but has a
long way to go before becoming law. Keep an eye out for an opportunity to support this in
the future.
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Adventures with Anterless Moose
Stan Rauch
It was in 2010 when Jim Dahlberg, Craig Oberle and I applied for cow moose tags in Wyoming’s Bighorn Mountains. One preference point between us is all that we had but we still
managed to come up with three of the four non-resident tags that were available in the unit. It
didn’t matter to us that these were not bull tags, we were enthused about enjoying what we
knew would be a high quality bowhunting adventure. We had all previously bowhunted
moose, and we had a special appreciation for the animals and the excitement that is certain to
be a part of any moose hunt.
Spot and stalk hunting in the willow covered creek bottoms provided the action. Getting on a
high point and glassing was a good way to find the animals, and then the strategizing for the
stalk would begin. It didn’t take long to be reminded of the keen hearing that moose have as
that trait was often the reason for busted stalks.
On the morning of the second day Jim put the first moose on the ground, and he made it look
easy, which we all knew was not. A finely executed stalk in semi-open country resulted in the
animal going down quickly and the three of us taking care of it and backpacking meat out to
the vehicle. The appropriate celebration in camp included moose tenderloin.

The next day Craig went after a cow that was accompanied by a bull. Everything came together just right on the stalk in the willows, and the next thing we knew we had another good
sized moose to butcher and pack out. After the cow went down the bull just hung around
close, as he apparently did not want to leave her. Craig wasn’t sure what the bull’s intentions
were as he came to within seven yards of him at one time so things were tense for a bit. Finally the bull just wandered off.
Over the next couple of days I enjoyed some encounters but no shot opportunity as we continued to see moose on a regular basis On one occasion I had moved into close range of a
bull and cow and was set up hoping the cow would step into the open. I could hear the bull
thrashing willows 15 yards away but could not see either animal. I was concentrating hard
on the situation when I had a feeling that something was behind me. I looked over my shoulder and was startled to see a cow and calf at five yards. They had just turned to depart. Apparently she was curious and had her big schnozzle almost in my hip pocket. These are the
kind of encounters out there in the wild kingdom that are so special.
The next morning we spotted a lone cow along a narrow streambed, and she was standing directly under a high cut bank. I went around and came through the timber to the top of the
drop off. She was still there grazing in the same spot. From there it was like making a 20
yard shot from a high tree stand. Like the moose that Jim and Craig had taken at less than 20
yards, she did not go far.
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Adventures with Anterless Moose
(continued)

Stan Rauch
This spot and stalk adventure with cow moose is a good example of how we don’t have to
be hunting antlered or horned game animals to have a high quality bowhunting experience.
After all, it’s the actual process of bowhunting that provides us with the overall enjoyment
and personal satisfaction.
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Adventures with Anterless Moose
(continued)

Stan Rauch
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Musings from the hunt

I did not take time to hunt this creek in western SD in 2021, so Christmas week
I decided to drive out and check the stand and check for EHD. The landowner
said he found a couple but it didn’t look like too many suffered EHD. I made
the mile and a half walk into my location and within a couple hundred yds east
and west I found these bucks. I did only find one doe. I did not check the
whole creek, approximately two miles long. Needless to say I am not sure if
this creek will be much good for next year. We will see what GFP does next
year in some of these areas. On a positive note, I did see more antelope and
mule deer in the area than I have in the last few years. — Jerry Ohman
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Musings
Dan McCormick
Attaching an old photo from a Murry County Herrald newspaper article of my first archery
deer when I was 16 (in 1968) at the Big Slough near Slayton MN.
I submitted this once before when we were asked for old pics, but I never saw it in a newsletter. Maybe the quality is too poor for publishing, and if that's the case, I'm fine with that too.
Most of the other guys in the photo are people I hunted with as a kid, but none were actually
with me when I shot this deer. Very cold and knee deep snow.
Anyway, getting any deer in those days was such a big deal that it was front page news material, and everyone wanted to have a piece of the glory. And, news spreads fast in a small town.
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Pictures from the Hunt
Jason Haskell
Here ia my 2021 archery buck. Shot him earlier in the season and made a non-lethal
hit. Found him again about 2 weeks later. Snuck to within 14 yards and finished what I
started — Jason Haskell
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Pictures from the Hunt
Wyatt Skelton
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Pictures from the Hunt
Wyatt Skelton
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Pictures from the Hunt
Mark Viehweg

Mark Viehweg
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Pictures from the Hunt
Mike McKnight
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Pictures from the Hunt
Mike McKnight
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Pictures from the Hunt
Mike McKnight
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Pictures from the Hunt
Mike McKnight
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SDBI Sponsors

We’re Out There Drawing
Down So You Can Too
When you need sports gear or just a little advice, come
to Scheels. Our expertise doesn’t come from a book or
a brochure. We learn by doing. We’re archers too,
shooting 3-D leagues and backyards all summer. And
we’re hunters, using every spare minute we have to be
in the field. Visit with the archery experts at Scheels.
We’re right there with you.

SCHEELS
41st and Western Sioux Falls 334-7767
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Take out an Insurance Policy on your Future
SOUTH DAKOTA BOWHUNTERS, INC.
What is South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.?
•

South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a bowhunting organization interested in preserving and upgrading bowhunting in South Dakota.
• South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a leader in the South Dakota
Bowhunters Education Program.
• South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a leader in fighting the anti-hunting
movement in South Dakota.
• South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc is a strong lobbyist working in the best
interest of Bowhunting.

What benefits would I gain by becoming a member of the South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.
•

A VOICE to the GF&P Commission, GF&P Staff and the SD Legislature through SDBI.
• A quarterly newsletter (shown top right) full of stories, pictures, and
tips from SDBI members. This newsletter also keeps you up to date on bowhunting seasons and license
availability. The satisfaction of knowing you have done your part to insure bowhunting future in our
state just by joining.

-------------------------------------------Please Print Clearly

--------------------------------------------------

Mail to: South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.
24021 Twin Rocks Rd
Hill City, SD 57745
Name: _____________________________________ Phone: ___________________________________
Address: ____________________________________ Email: ___________________________________
City: ___________________________ ST: __________ Zip code: ____________________________
New

Renew

Single Membership 1 Yr.
Family Membership 1 Yr.

$20
$30

Single Membership 3 Yr.

$50

Life Membership

$250
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South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc
24021 Twin Rocks Rd
Hill City, SD 57745
Address Service Requested

SDBI
24021 Twin Rocks Rd
Hill City, SD 57745
www.sdbi.net
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