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I am writing this on April 22 and I have yet to get out and chase a turkey. Winter’s ugly grip refused to lessen 
this year and last week at this time we were in a blizzard warning. Today it is 60. You gotta love the SD weath-
er. 
 
A lot has gone on since the last newsletter. We had a convention which was a success and a new group of Board 
members and a familiar name back as President. I have said this many, many times but this organization is at a 
crossroads right now: does it survive or dry up and blow away? What happens is dependent on each and every 
one of us. And while it is good to see some familiar names back in the SDBI leadership it is sad that we have 
such difficulty attracting new members and those willing to serve in Board positions. Try to recruit a new mem-
ber if you can. Submit some articles and pictures for the Newsletter. Do something for the good of SDBI. 
 
In addition to being the first nice day in what seems like a year, I am writing this column on Earth Day. I just 
returned from taking a new lab puppy out to some public land to shoot the shotgun and get her used to the 
sounds and excitement of being in the field. I am reminded at how blessed we are in SD and this country with 
ample public lands to enjoy. Slowly but surely (and sadly) these public lands are being turned  over to the states. 
We all need to stand up to prevent this from happening.  
 
Please send me articles and pictures. I need all the material I can get. 
 
Play hard and have fun! 
 

 

Editor’s Note 

Mike McKnight 

Picture credit: Dana Rogers 
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Jim Twamley 

The President’s Point 

  First thing I want to do is thank Jim Peterson, along with the other Past Board mem-
bers, for their work on behave of SDBI. It takes someone with a real commitment to 
wanting to keep an organization like ours moving forward. I also want to welcome the 
new members to the Board, and along with the returning members, I hope to see 
things reach even higher levels in the future. New Members to the Board of Directors 
are Garin Haak, Jake Leibke, John Meyer, and I; Dana Rogers was voted on open 
board unfilled position that he held since last Membership meeting. I really look for-
ward to working with these individuals as work to move the Organization forward. 
  In talking to the GFP Commissioners and staff at the Hospitality Night that we hold 
for the GFP Department, there is going to be some changes in the near future con-
cerning all Big Game within the South Dakota. The Board presented the Department 
the following Non-resident Archery Mule Deer and Antelope Position Statement as 
was made and voted on and approved at the General Membership meeting at the end 
of February. This statement was the topic of several staff and of a couple of the Com-
missioners that Garin Haak and I sat down with, and in my opinion it was well received 
by them. They also discussed some ideas they also had concerning the Non-resident 
hunters as well. The statement reads as follows: 
     

   Over the past several years, resident archers have seen a significant increase in competing 
pressure from non-residents, particularly on our public lands. Furthermore, the harvest report 
data bares out that not only are non-residents significantly impacting the quality of experience 
but they are taking an inordinately high percentage of mule deer. Considering the value we 
place on hunting areas like the Black Hills, Hill Ranch, and Custer National Forest and 
throughout the state, we recommend a change in policy. With paramount concern for the pre-
cious resources and a secondary focus on excessive pressure, we are taking a position to rec-
ommend that all non-resident archery permits for Deer be for restricted to "Whitetails only." 
     Also due to Antelope population fluctuations, especially on public lands, and the hunting 
pressure placed on these lands by non-resident bow hunters, it is requested that the Non-
Resident Archery Antelope permits be changed from "Unlimited" to a specific quota number. 
We appreciate your consideration on this matter and all your efforts on behalf of South Dako-
ta’s wildlife and sportsmen.  
 
  The department is also looking at the Deer Tag allocation system and there may be 
some changes coming at the result of their Statewide Focus Group Meetings. The 
Board will keep you informed of decisions made as they happen. In talking to GFP 
personnel, in general, they feel that the cubing of Preference Points formula that was 
approved in January should aide those individuals with largest number of points while 
still giving a mathematical chance for first timers a chance at drawing also. 
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Another topic of discussion that was brought up to me was the representation of bow 
hunters in the state by SDBI. I was asked by several members of the Commission 
along with GFP Staff members as to the number of active members who belong to our 
Organization. I cannot emphasize how important this is to the effectiveness of our dis-
cussions with the Department. One of the main focuses of mine through the next two 
years will be how to increase our membership, by getting new members and also get-
ting past members to renew their memberships. If anyone has any ideas that will aid 
the Board in accomplishing this, please let one of us know.  
     Finally, please do not hesitate to contact me or one of the other board members 
with any concerns, changes, or suggestions you may have to improve our Organiza-
tion. 
 
Jim Twamley, 
SDBI President 

 

 

 
Email articles, photos, want ads, cartoons, and letters 

for newsletter submission to : 
Mike McKnight 

msmcknight2912@gmail.com Next deadline to submit articles or  
pictures is July 1 

 

The President’s Point 
(continued) 

Jim Twamley 

Photo credit: Dana Rogers 
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Vice President’s Voice 

Wyatt Skelton 

We keep getting more snow, but I hear it supposed to be spring. Mother Nature must be con-
fused by time change. Soon folks will be out chasing turkeys and spring fishing. Elk apps 
will be out soon so don’t forget to stay and on top of that and the proposed changes that 
might be coming this year. Thanks Dana for keeping us informed on the proposals. Good 
luck everyone in all the draws for those coveted tags. 
We had a fabulous convention in Pierre at a great venue, the Isaac Walton. Seminars, games, 
and great fellowship were enjoyed by those attending. Hopefully we will duplicate the event 
next year and gain a few more members. Thanks to everyone for their hard work in organiz-
ing the event, especially Dana and the Biel’s. Enjoy “spring” and hope you can get to some 
3D shoots. 
 
Pick a spot, 
Wyatt 

Submitted by Ryan Biel, Treasurer 

South Dakota Bowhunters Inc. 2018 Convention Financial Report 

     

Deposits    $4,575.13   

     

Expenses     

   Paid to Ike's for food  $                   1,396.00     

   Cooler  $                      239.50     

   Rineharts  $                      200.00     

   Curt's gift  $                      125.00     

   Curt's mileage  $                      175.00     

   Curt's room  $                      148.37     

   Total expenses:  $                   2,283.87    $2,283.87   

     

Convention profit:    $2,291.26   

     



7 

 

    

For those of you that do not know me, allow me to introduce myself.  My name is Jim 
Twamley; I live in Parker South Dakota with my wife Linda. We have 3 daughters and 
5 grand kids ranging in ages from 12 to 27 years of age. I am semi-retired from the VA 

Hospital in Sioux Falls and have a part time business in Parker re-
pairing Minnkota Trolling Motors for the past 26 years. I graduated 
from Lincoln High School in 1969 and spent the next 7 1/2 years in 
the Marine Corps. I got my first Archery License in 1981 (though I 
purchased my first recurve bow from Charlie Bledsoe in 1966) and 
managed to harvest a whitetail doe that year.  
    
Since that first deer, I have been lucky enough to harvest 3 black 
bears, 2 moose, 1 mule deer and several whitetails. Though I have 
Archery Hunted elk several times in different states, I have yet to 

be lucky enough to harvest one and hopefully I will be able to do that this year. I am 
also getting to spend a lot quality time hunting with my Grandkids in the fall and shoot-
ing our bows at the Archery Range here in Parker the rest of year.  
    
I have been a member of SDBI since 1994 when Bowhunter Education was started in 
South Dakota. I was among the 60+ Instructors that were trained after SDBI and GFP 
agreed to make Bowhunter Education Mandatory for most hunters. I raised up through 
the ranks of the NBEF Program from Instructor, becoming the first to be awarded “The 
Instructor of the Year Award”; to Regional Master Instructor, and finally to the State 
Coordinator until stepping down approximately 4 years ago. 
     
Through my time with SDBI, I became a Life Member serving 3 terms on the Board of 
Directors, with 5 of them as President, leaving the board 5 years ago. I was elected 
back on the Board of Directors at the General Membership Meeting in Pierre to serve 
an open 2 year term after I which elected to be the President of the Board by my fel-
low Board Members. What I hope to bring to the Board, is the knowledge of past ex-
perience while adapting to the new challenges facing our organization and maintain-
ing the respect of the Membership of our Organization, GFP, and all bow hunters in 
the State.  
 

 

 

 

 Board Member Biographies 

Jim Twamley, President 
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I was honored to be elected to the board of directors of SDBI and look forward to working for bowhunters and 
bow hunting in SD. I am 58 years old and I was born and raised in Browns Valley, MN.  I grew up hunting & 
fishing on the Minnesota/South Dakota border. My wife Lisa and I have been married for 37 years.  We have 
two adult children.  Our daughter Katie lives in Boulder, Colorado and is a Certified PSYC RN.  Our son John 
is the Lead Estimator for Hensel Phelps in Honolulu, Hawaii.  Our son and his wife (Kylie) have 3 children 
(Mason, Kenadie & Kaia).   

Our whole family shot archery when we lived in Minnesota and 
we traveled all over MN, ND & SD to shoot in   3-D archery 
tournaments.  Lisa hunted with a bow until she had a shoulder 
injury.  She took several deer and a couple of antelope with her 
bow, one of her antelope qualified for Pope & Young.  I have 
hunted with a bow & arrow for over 40 years and have been for-
tunate enough to hunt in Colorado, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Canada and South Afri-
ca.  I have taken over 80 big game animals with a bow & arrow 
(Antelope, Black Bear, Caribou, Elk, Kudu, Mule Deer & 
Whitetail Deer) with 5 of them qualifying for the Pope & Young 
record book (of which only 1 was taken on a guided hunt in Wy-
oming, the other 4 were taken on DIY hunts in South Dakota). I 
also enjoy bow fishing in the spring. I shoot both a recurve bow 
& compound bow, but I don’t hunt with a recurve.  I do hunt 
with firearms, but first and foremost I am a bowhunter!   

I hunt varmints and big game with a centerfire rifles ranging from a .204 Ruger to .300 Winchester Magnum, 
and I also hunt deer with my .50 caliber muzzle loader. I have a yellow female lab named Tikka who loves 
hunting pheasants with me. I hunt turkeys with a bow & arrow and a shotgun.  I hunted waterfowl until 2017 
when I sold of my blinds & decoys. I shoot in a trap league in the summer at a local trap club. In the winter I 
shoot pistols indoors, ranging in size from .22 to .44 Magnum at our local shooters club. I also shoot .22 bench 
rest rifle league and archery league with my bow & arrow. 
I try to pass on my love of shooting sports by volunteering to help local youth learn how to shoot bows and 
firearms safely.  In addition to being a member of South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc., I’m also a member of 
Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Pope & Young Club, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, National Wild 
Turkey Federation, Safari Club International and I am a life member of the NRA.   
Work Experience:  I started selling insurance in May of 1979.  In 1982, I started working as a loan officer at a 
bank.  Over the years I worked at 5 different banks in Minnesota as a loan officer or branch manager.  In De-
cember of 2001, we moved to Rosholt, SD to manage that bank that was originally called F & M Bank. There 
were multiple locations in South Dakota and Nebraska that eventually became Great Western Bank.  In June 
of 2007, Lisa and I bought Rosholt Insurance Agency from the owner who was retiring.  We both work full-
time at the insurance agency (according to my wife I am part-time).  We sell all types of insurance and have 3 
full-time insurance agents and one part-time employee.  In 2016, my brother-in-law Curt and I started a busi-
ness, J & C Sales LLC, that sells sporting goods like Dry Hands Minnow Buckets, FTB Deer Blinds and Porta
-Dock products (aluminum docks, boat, jet ski & pontoon lifts).    
Community Service 1985 to Present:  Barnum Commercial Club Member, Build Barnum Corporation Board 

Member, Barrett Civic & Commerce Club Member, Barrett Volunteer Fireman and Board Member, Barrett 
City Council, Albany Chamber of Commerce Member, Renville Chamber of Commerce Board Member & 
Chairman, Renville Economic Development Board Member, Renville Lions, Renville Housing Task Force, 

Renville Bankers Association Member, Rosholt Commercial Club, Hawk Creek Archers Board Member & 
Treasurer, South Dakota Elk Breeders Association Board Member, Tri-State Shooters Club Board Member & 
Treasurer, Rosholt Commercial Club Member, Rosholt Housing & Redevelopment Board Member & Vice 
President and South Dakota Independent Insurance Association Board Member & Vice President.  

 Board Member Biographies 

John Meyen 
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 Board Member Biographies 

Dana Rogers 

I was asked to help with the SDBI by a few current board members right before the 2017 annual convention.  Having 
some computer skills, I volunteered to take over the Facebook, e-mail and membership duties from the board.  Coming 
on to help after the convention, I was happy to help but I wanted to make it clear it should be from a vote of the mem-
bers to be official.  Last month, I was able to help out some more and was honored to be nominated and accepted by 
the membership.  I had always intended on being more involved with SDBI and other conservation and hunting organ-
izations, but like many of you, career and family took priority.  I’ll start with an introduction so you can get to know 
me. 
I’m 47 years old at this writing and have been blessed with a beautiful wife (Michele) and two grown children, Mikay-
la and Cole.  Born to a 3rd generation farmer and school teacher in east central South Dakota, my youth was filled with 
hunting, fishing and trapping the local area and a few trips around the state.  I started to bowhunt at age 12 but didn’t 
take my first deer until I was 16, a beautiful doe.  After graduating high school, I enlisted into the USAF and served 
for the next 28+ years before retiring last winter.  I served stateside in places like Nebraska, Texas, Mississippi and 
Illinois.  Overseas in Alaska, Korea, and Honduras.  As 
well as multiple combat deployments to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. 
After retirement, I did a short stint as a wildland fire-
fighter here in South Dakota and I’m looking for some-
thing else outdoors now.  I have also been a freelance 
outdoor writer, photographer and private lands wildlife 
habitat manager for the past 12 years.  My wife and I 
now make our home on a small acreage in the Black 
Hills a few miles outside Hill City and I get back to our 
East River property to work on habitat and wildlife relat-
ed projects as often as I can. 
Other organizations that I am involved with include the 
SD Wildlife Federation, SD Big Game Coalition, Rocky 
Mountain Elk Foundation, Pheasants Forever, Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, National Wild Turkey Federation, and 
the Quality Deer Management Association.  I’ve been extremely blessed over the years to hunt in Nebraska, Iowa, 
Kansas, Illinois, Mississippi, Texas, New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and Alaska in addition to South Dakota.  I’ve 
also tripped to Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec and Ontario Canada. While filling tags isn’t how I always measure of 
a successful hunt, I’ve been fortunate to tag Moose, Mt. Goat, Black Bear and 2 species of Caribou in addition to the 
numerous more common species available here in the lower 48.  I love to bowhunt whitetails, pronghorn and turkey 
but my favorite is probably elk and mule deer.  Probably because they’ve whipped me more often that I care to admit. 
At the banquet, I was nominated and accepted the position of Secretary for the SDBI.  I hope to provide the member-
ship with timely and accurate minutes as well as ramrod the Facebook, e-mail and membership updates going forward.  
I would very much like to work with the board and membership to expand our reach and increase the membership 
throughout the state, especially with the younger generation.  History is important to me personally, as is putting in 
effort in areas that I care deeply about and believe in.  That includes working with the GFP commission, Conservation 
Officers, GFP staff and our state legislators as the new lobbyist.  Thankfully Mr. Bob Barden has been an invaluable 
resource and mentor.  I touched on history and its importance.  I can vividly remember going to 3-D shoots in the late 
80’s and early 90’s.  Meeting and listening to some great SD bowhunters and having fun times.  A trip to Sioux Falls 
was never complete without stopping in to Charlie Bledsoe’s shop to pick up a freshly dipped and fletched set of ar-
rows.  In my opinion, I have some big shoes to fill.  Men like Charlie Bledsoe did a lot for youth and archery.  SDBI 
leaders like Harry Globstad, Vilas Schoenfelder, Dave Perrion, Jim Dahlberg, Lon Sharp, Bob Barden, Craig Oberle 
and Mike McKnight have taught me a lot about the organization and history.  Too many to name, so I apologize to 
those omitted.   
My simple goals would be to increase membership, strengthen our relationship with GFP and continue to lobby and 
work to secure bowhunting’s future in South Dakota.  Many changes and challenges will surely pop up ahead.  As we 
sit today, GFP is working on a proposal to drastically change how SD firearms deer licenses are drawn/allocated.  We 
were able to keep archery permits out of that discussion again this year, but a day may come in the future where the 
other side’s voice grows stronger.  Crossbows have been pushed into the rifle season, thanks to some fantastic work by 
a past board.  But that fight will likely rear up again as well. I’d just ask that people communicate, be professional and 
polite as we continue the work in the future.  When afield, please always remember, Respect the Land, Respect the 
Landowner and Respect the Wildlife.  
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Where do you live? How long have you lived there?  I grew up around the Bryant, SD.  After getting married 
we moved to my wife’s family ranch by Gann Valley, SD for the last 15 years. 
 
What do you do for a living?  I was a diesel mechanic for 10 years but have been a rancher for the last 13. 
 
How long have you been bowhunting? Since 1996 officially, but chased small game without success with a 
bear Kodiak and bunch of crooked arrows as a kid. 
 
Who was instrumental in getting you started in bowhunting and how 
old were you? I had a couple of uncles that bowhunted and they 
peaked my interest. I started shooting with Wyatt Skelton a couple of 
times and then I just had to get my own bow. Wyatt and I went to ar-
chery shoots and hunted together for the next few years. I was 21 
when I had my first big game tag. 
 
When and what was your first bow kill and what bow did you use? 
My first bow kill was a small 4x4 whitetail buck. I used an XI com-
pound bow, 2315 easton arrow, and 125 grain thunderhead. 
 
What animals have you had an opportunity to bowhunt? I have hunted whitetail and mule deer, elk, pronghorn 
antelope, black bear, turkey, bob cat, and feral hogs along with all the usual small game that happens with be-
ing in the outdoors. 
 
Where have you bow hunted? I have hunted in South Dakota, Colorado, and Texas. 
 
What is your all-time favorite animal to bowhunt and why.  My favorite would have to be Elk.  Elk offer such 
a challenge, they can move without making a sound one minute and sound like a bulldozer the next. I like that 
they can located or called. Nothing will make the hair on the back of your neck stand on end like a bugle from 
a bull in bow range. They also live in the most breath-taking country. 
 
What was your most memorable bowhunt and why. I have a couple. 
The first would be my son’s mentor deer hunt when he was 10.  He took a mule deer doe with his recurve bow 
with me standing over his shoulder on a spot and stalk.  The other would be when I was on a solo drop camp 
hunt in Colorado.  When I got there, the tent was shredded by a bear. I was sewing the tent together when elk 
started bugling and I just took off after them.  I was hunting elk and black bear. I had close encounters with 
both but never released an arrow. 
 
Talk a little bit about your bowhunting equipment. What type of arrows, broadheads, quiver, ect., have you 
used and what do you use today?  I started with an XI compound that I shot for a couple of years, but it just 
didn’t fit my personality.  I didn’t even know you could still buy traditional archery equipment when you went 
to an archery shop. I bought a used bear at K&B archery, but it was too heavy. In 1999 at the SDBI convention 
in Sioux Falls I bought a Kota recurve.  I have bought many custom recurves and long bows. I have made an 
ash selfbow that took me 2 years to make, and I was able to take a nice whitetail with it.  I use mainly carbon 
and cedar arrows.  I like 3 blade wensel woodsman broadheads.  I use a bow quiver most of the time.  I make 
my own arrows.  Right now, I am shooting a 57# Stalker recurve with carbon arrows. 
 
What is your favorite hunting bow of all time and why? It would be a Trails end By Dale Dye.  It shoots so 
smooth and goes right where you look. 
 
Do you make any of your bowhunting equipment? If yes, what? I have made a self bow and have another one 
in the works. I build my own arrows, have made bow strings and tried to flint knap. There is nothing more sat-
isfying that taking an animal with equipment you have made. 
 
How long have you been a member of SDBI? I joined in 1999 and was on the board for 6 years in the mid 
2000’s 
 
Do you belong to any bowhunting oganizations other than SDBI? No 
 
Do you have any words of wisdom or comments concerning bow hunting?  I owe so much to bow hunting, I 
even met my wife through bow hunting.  Most of my best friends are bow hunters.  It is always easier to fight 
to keep something than to get it back.  Be active in organizations that protect our right to hunt.  Help get peo-
ple get started, especially women and kids. 

  

 Board Member Biographies 

Garin Haak 
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Board Members Biographies 

Garin Haak 
(continued) 

  
 
What is your favorite hunting bow of all time and why? It would be a Trails end By Dale Dye.  It shoots so 
smooth and goes right where you look. 
 
Do you make any of your bowhunting equipment? If yes, what? I have made a self bow and have another 
one in the works. I build my own arrows, have made bow strings and tried to flint knap. There is nothing 
more satisfying that taking an animal with equipment you have made. 
 
How long have you been a member of SDBI? I joined in 1999 and was on the board for 6 years in the mid 
2000’s 
 
Do you belong to any bowhunting oganizations other than SDBI? No 
 
Do you have any words of wisdom or comments concerning bow hunting?  I owe so much to bow hunting, I 
even met my wife through bow hunting.  Most of my best friends are bow hunters.  It is always easier to 
fight to keep something than to get it back.  Be active in organizations that protect our rBoaright to hunt.  
Help get people get started, especially women and kids. 
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South Dakota Bowhunters 
DRAFT 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes 

 

South Dakota Bowhunters Inc. 

2018 Annual Meeting Minutes 

February 25, 2018 

Call to order 

After a brief introductory comment and a point of order from Lon Sharpe to use ‘Roberts Rules of Order”,  Jim 
Petersen called to order the regular meeting of the South Dakota Bowhunters at 4:15 on Saturday February 25, 
2018 at the Izaak Walton Club in Pierre SD. 
Roll call 

The following people were present: Jim Petersen (President); Wyatt Skelton (Vice President), Ryan Biel (acting 
Treasurer), Craig Oberle, and Mark Viehweg 
Approval of minutes from last meeting 

No minutes were provided 
Open issues 

4-H Archery Grants:  11 Applications were received.  $500 was sent to the Campbell co. 4-H.  $100 to the 

Corson co. 4-H and $100 to the McCook co. 4-H. 

Financial Report:  $938.38 in Checking and $10,311.17 in Savings. 

New business 

Legislative Update:  Bob Barden reported no bills brought to the legislature that concerned the SDBI.  Bob 

stated he was stepping down as legislative representative after several years of faithful service.  Da-

na Rogers will be taking his place.  Jim Dahlberg raised a point and spoke recognizing both Bob 

Barden and Dan McCormick for their outstanding service as volunteers to SDBI and on behalf of all 

SD Bowhunters. 

SDBI’s GF&P Hospitality Night:  A meal will be served after the GFP commission meeting next Thursday 

March 1st at 5:30 in the Governor’s Inn conference room.  Bob Barden and his wife are preparing a 

potluck meal and SDBI will be recognizing John Kanta from GFP as the SD Wildlife Manager of 

the Year. 

2019 Convention:  Mark Viehweg suggested having the next convention here in Pierre.  Requests for local volun-
teers to act as a liaison were requested.  Ryan and Meghan Biel volunteered to serve as representatives due to no 
local Pierre members volunteering.  A motion to have the next convention in Pierre in the same location (Izaak 
Walton).  It received a 2nd and the membership voted to approve  
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South Dakota Bowhunters 
DRAFT 2018 Annual Meeting Minutes 

(continued) 

During discussion a motion was made to have the 2020 convention in Mitchell.  Scott Loecker and Mike 

Hendrickson volunteered to act as local liaisons.  A motion was received, a second and the membership 

voted to approve. 

Non-Resident Archery tag discussion:  Mark Viehweg requested a discussion on the organization making a 

statement and recommendation to GFP on non-resident archery tag allocation.  A discussion ensued 

about recommending that NR archery permits be Whitetail Only.  Jim Dahlberg made a motion to vote 

on that proposal.  A secondary discussion on the subject of archery antelope resulted in Jim Dahlberg 

rescinding his motion.  Jim then modified his original motion to state “restrict non-resident archery to 

Whitetail only and restrict numbers of non-resident archery antelope permits.  A second was received 

and a vote passed the motion after a show of hands.  Discussion was that the statement needed to be 

worded to ensure the request was in response to the resource and concern over non-resident hunting 

pressure, significant harvest of mule deer by non-residents and enormous pressure on South Dakota pub-

lic lands.” 

New Board Positions:  Nominations were taken and Dana Rogers, Garin Haak, Mark Viehweg, Jake Leibke, 

Jim Twamley and John Meyen were nominated with a 2nd received.  To fill the vacant positions from the 

previous year Garin Haak, Mark Viehweg and Jim Twamley will serve 2-year positions.  Dana Rogers, 

Jake Leibke and John Meyen 3-year positions.  New board members scheduled a meeting first thing the 

following morning at the Governor’s Inn conference room. 

Discussion on increasing membership and exposure:  Our digital footprint, Facebook, the website and newslet-

ter.  A paper newsletter printed at least once a year was discussed.  A suggestion to ensure our website 

and e-mail address appears on all correspondence in the future. 

Adjournment 

Minutes taken by Dana Rogers  

 

 

X---------------------------------------- 

Jim Twamley 

President 

South Dakota Bowhunters Inc. 
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 
 DRAFT Board Meeting Minutes 

South Dakota Bowhunters Inc. 

2018 Board Meeting Minutes 

February 26, 2018 

Call to order 

The incoming South Dakota Bowhunters first board meeting began at 8:15 am on Sunday February 26, 2018 at the Governor’s 
Inn conference room in Pierre SD. 
Roll call 

The following people were present: Jim Petersen (outgoing President); Wyatt Skelton (Vice President), Ryan Biel (acting Treas-
urer), Jim Twamley, Craig Oberle, Garin Haak, John Meyen and Dana Rogers 
Approval of minutes from last meeting 

No minutes were provided 
Open issues 

Financial Report:  $938.38 in Checking and $10,311.17 in Savings were reported from yesterday’s General Membership 

meeting.  Expenses for the banquet were reported by Ryan Biel:  Curt Wells was paid $175.50 for mileage and Craig Oberle 

paid for Curt’s meals.  A $25 Scheels gift card was given to Craig for the meals.  His lodging cost $148.33 and the Tie Tack 

gift cost $129.93.  The Izaak Walton rental for the banquet was $200.  Total receipts from the banquet totaled $4,575.13. Total 

expenses for the 2018 annual convention were $2,283.87 for a net profit of $2,291.26 

New business 

Assigning Board Positions:  A motion and 2nd were received for Jim Twamley to serve as President.  A motion and 2nd 

for Wyatt Skelton to retain his Vice President position was received.  A motion and 2nd for Ryan Biel to act as 

our Treasurer and Dana Rogers volunteered was motioned and 2nd received to fill the positon of Secretary for 

the South Dakota Bowhunters.  Jim Twamley (2-yr), Mark Viehweg (2-yr), Garin Haak (2-yr), John Meyen and 

Jake Leibke will serve as the remaining board members.  Unless mentioned, terms are for 3-years. 

SDBI’s GF&P Hospitality Night:  A meal will be served after the GFP commission meeting Thursday March 1st at 5:30 

in the Governor’s Inn conference room.  SDBI will be recognizing John Kanta from GFP as the SD Wildlife 

Manager of the Year.  Dana Rogers will pick up the plaque from Rapid City GFP office and has the name plate 

to add for Mr. John Kanta. 

2019 Convention:  Discussion to get a plaque and gift card for Tim Finley of Kota Bows to recognize him for all of his 

gracious donations over the years.  It was discussed to reach out to other bow builders and manufacturers in the 

future as well as make sure a compound bow is also available for auction/raffle. 



15 

 

 South Dakota Bowhunters 
DRAFT Board Meeting Minutes 

(continued) 

Having an unlimited number of raffle tickets at a cheaper rate ($5.00) and running that year round was brought up 

to generate more interest and funding.  Also, adjusting the PayPal system to allow for those payments for raffle 

items. 

Ryan and Megan Biel will act as points of contact for the 2019 convention.  It will also be held in Pierre at the 

Izaak Walton club.  The date will likely move up one week to avoid conflict. 

Possible keynote speakers and seminar provider were discussed:  C.J. Winand was mentioned and Mark Kayser.  

Dana Rogers will reach out to Mark Kayser first as C.J. Winand has a family health issue. 

The addition of a Big Buck contest with some prizes and an official scorer measuring table was also discussed. 

By-Laws and Board Issues:  A request for by-laws will be sent to Mike McKnight and the 501C3 from Dale Penning to 

get a copy for review by all.  It was discussed and approved that Jim Twamley, Wyatt Skelton and Ryan Biel will 

have signature authorization on our checking account. 

Non-Resident Archery position discussion:  Dana Rogers will draft a position letter worded to ensure the request was in 

“response to the resource and concern over non-resident hunting pressure.” 

Meetings:  President Twamley wants more face to face meetings and fewer Tele-conferences.  Pierre or Chamberlain was 

mentioned. 

Discussion on increasing membership and exposure:  Our digital footprint, Facebook, the website and newsletter.  A pa-

per newsletter printed at least once a year was discussed as well as hand printing a few copies to mail to those 

longtime Life Members with no e-mail capability.  A suggestion to ensure our website and e-mail address appears 

on all correspondence in the future. 

A new website was discussed and the need to update all new board members contact information.  Each new 

board member was assigned the task of writing an introductory article.  Garin Haak discussed the concept of 

‘boosting’ Facebook posts and how that could really help our exposure in gaining ‘likes’ and new members. 

Asking SDGFP for a current list of SD archery license holder contacts was mentioned. 

Adjournment 

Minutes taken by Dana Rogers  

 

 

X---------------------------------------- 

Jim Twamley 

President 

South Dakota Bowhunters Inc  
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

Position Statement 

Over the past several years, resident archers have seen a significant in-
crease in competing pressure from non-residents, particularly on our 
public lands.  Furthermore, the harvest report data bares out that not 
only are non-residents significantly impacting the quality of experience 
but they are taking an inordinately high percentage of mule deer.  Con-
sidering the value we place on hunting areas like the Black Hills, Hill 
Ranch, Custer National Forest and throughout the state, we recommend 
a change in policy. With paramount concern for the precious resources 
and a secondary focus on excessive pressure, we are taking a position to 
recommend that all non-resident archery permits for Deer be for re-
stricted to "Whitetails only." 
   Also due to Antelope population fluctuations, especially on public 
lands, and the hunting pressure placed on these lands by non-resident 
bow hunters, it is requested that the Non-Resident Archery Antelope 
permits be changed from "Unlimited" to a specific quota number. We 
appreciate your consideration on this matter and all your efforts on be-
half of South Dakota’s wildlife and sportsmen. 
 
South Dakota Bowhunters Inc. 
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Mixer Pictures 
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Mixer Pictures (continued) 
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South Dakota Bowhunters 

Hospitality Night 

Great time visiting with GFP staff and commissioners Thursday evening.  Here are a few photos of the 
crowd as well as the presentation of the SDBI Wildlife Manager of the Year award by President Jim Twamley 
and VP Wyatt Skelton to John Kanta.  Thanks to all who came and made it an awesome time.  Special thanks 
to Bob and Mrs. Barden who laid out a fantastic meal and refreshments.  

Dana R Rogers 
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

Hospitality Night (continued) 
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Convention  

Special thanks to: 
Shannon at the Pope and Young Club office for the donations of t-shirts, hoodie and record books. 
Real World Wildlife Products for Mineral Supplements and Books 
Feradyne Industries (Muzzy/Rage/IQ Bowsites) for broadheads, sights and bino harness system 
Browning Trail Cameras for Trail Camera 
And a special thank you to Veenis Becker for his monetary donation! 
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Convention (continued)  
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Convention (continued)  

 



24 

 

 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Convention (continued)  
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 South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Convention (continued)  
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South Dakota Bowhunters 

2018 Convention (continued)  
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Crooked Hat Chronicles is a new DVD from Barry Wensel.  This new DVD is a compilation 
of hundreds of video highlights he has shot since the 60's.  Crooked Hat Chronicles includes 
a lot of memories and great information from one of the great bowhunters of our time.  While 
watching this 2 DVD set I laughed several times and was amazed and inspired by some of the 
wonderful stories Barry told.  You can get a copy by emailing him at barrywen-
sel@hotmail.com   or at www.brothersofthebow.com 
 
Travel back in time with Barry and his friends.  You’ll enjoy early home movie footage of he 
and Gene’s first bow harvests in 1964.  Of course since much of it is from home video equip-
ment or hand helds, there are some shaking and focus issues, but the nostalgia is fantastic.  
You can really sense Barry’s appreciation for every day afield when he states how privileged 
he is on numerous occasions from his stand. 
You’ll enjoy some early and famous Milk River Whitetail footage from Montana in the late 
1970’s and 80’s and the first two whitetail deer ever taken with a bow on production film 
equipment.  Educational nuggets are frequent in this production.  You’ll also see some out-
standing Whitetail behavior and vocalization footage, such as the first known footage of a 
buck wheezing. 
Humble and always humorous, Barry’s wry sense of humor and shenanigans are frequently 
displayed.  After Montana, the Wensel’s moved to South East Iowa where they’ve spent the 
past few decades.  The DVD shows multiple wild B&C whitetails as well as an estimated 13 
year old wild whitetail Barry named the “100 year old man”.  That footage alone made this 
DVD a worthwhile endeavor. 
The reverence and respect Mr. Wensel feels for his quarry shines through in this DVD.  He’s 
obviously a man that appreciates the wild country and animals that live there.  No loud music 
or whooping and hollering with catch phrases here, it’s all class. 
Several old favorite humorous pieces with Barry and his brother Gene really brought back 
memories of watching them on video tape back in the late 80’s and early 90’s.  You also get a 
couple of segments on traditional archery instinctive shooting and practice techniques he’s 
used to perfect his craft. 
It’s not all whitetails either.  There are entire segments from Barry’s Bear hunting, Hog and 
Javalina bowhunting in west Texas as well as Bow fishing along the Des Moines River for 
suckers and big head carp. 
A real treat for an addition to the DVD set is some historical footage of the legendary Paul 
Schafer.  You actually get to see raw footage of an over the shoulder mountain goat stalk on a 
billy that ended up as the Montana state record and #2 in the world.  A Whitetail and elk hunt 
with Barry and Paul is also in that segment. 
In summary, Crooked Hat Chronicles is TIME WELL SPENT! With tons of classic footage, 

it’s a sincere representation of how bowhunting should be portrayed, in my personal opinion.   

It was also a reminder to me of how much of my whitetail knowledge I owe to the Wensel 

brothers.   You can get your copy by contacting Barry Wensel at barrywensel@hotmail.com  

or through the website at www.brothersofthebow.com.  The DVD is $20 and is well worth it!   

Crooked Hat Chronicles 
DVD Review 
Dana Rogers  

mailto:barrywensel@hotmail.com
mailto:barrywensel@hotmail.com
http://www.brothersofthebow.com/
mailto:barrywensel@hotmail.com
http://www.brothersofthebow.com/
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SDBI Sponsors 
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SDBI Sponsors 

  

   

   41st and Western  Sioux Falls  334-7767 

 

We’re Out There Drawing 
Down So You Can Too 

 

When you need sports gear or just a little advice, come 
to Scheels. Our expertise doesn’t come from a book or 
a brochure. We learn by doing. We’re archers too, 
shooting 3-D leagues and backyards all summer. And 
we’re hunters, using every spare minute we have to be 
in the field. Visit with the archery experts at Scheels. 
We’re right there with you. 

SCHEELS 
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Take out an Insurance Policy on your Future 

SOUTH DAKOTA 

BOWHUNTERS, INC. 
What is South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.? 

 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a bowhunting  
   organization interested in preserving and upgrading      
   bowhunting in South Dakota. 

 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a leader in the South  
   Dakota Bowhunter Education Program. 

 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a leader in fighting the  
   anti-hunting movement in South Dakota. 

 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a strong lobbyist working   
   in the best interest of Bowhunting. 

What benefits would I gain by becoming a  
member of South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. 

 A quarterly newsletter (shown top right) full of stories, pictures, and tips from SDBI members. This 
newsletter also keeps you up-to-date on bowhunting seasons and license availability. The satisfaction of 
knowing you have done your part to insure bowhunting future in our state just by joining. 

Please Print Clearly 

 

Name:____________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________ Email:_______________________________ 

City:___________________________ ST:_________ Zip code:___________________ 

 Family Membership 1 Yr.  $30 

New 

 Single Membership 1 Yr.  $20 

Renew 

 Youth/Student Membership $10 

 Single Membership 3 Yr.  $50 

 Life Membership  $250 

Sponsor:___________________________  

MAIL TO: South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. PO Box 351, Pierre, SD 57501 

Visit our website www.sdbi.net 

 Electronic Membership              Free 
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Youth Grant Application 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Youth Grant Application 

 

Name of Organization  

Contact  

Phone  

Address  
 

Email  

National Affiliations  

Describe the organization 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Describe how you would use the money 

 
 
 
 
 

How many kids do you work with now?  

How many bows does the organization own?  

How many adult volunteers do you have?  

Describe why your organization should receive this grant 
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South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc 
P.O. Box 351 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
 

Address Service Requested 

Have you moved 

or has your ad-

dress c
hanged? 

SDBI 
P.O. Box 351 
Pierre, SD 57501 
www.sdbi.net 

 


