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Editor’s Note
Mike McKnight
Good or bad? Hard to say. One of my favorite parables reads as follows:
A Chinese farmer gets a horse, which soon runs away. A neighbor says, "That's bad news."
The farmer replies, "Good news, bad news, who can say?"
The horse comes back and brings another horse with him. Good news, you might say.
The farmer gives the second horse to his son, who rides it, then is thrown and
badly breaks his leg.
"So sorry for your bad news," says the concerned neighbor. "Good news, bad

news, who can say?" the farmer replies.

In a week or so, the emperor's men come and take every able-bodied young man to fight in a
war. The farmer's son is spared.
Good news, of course.
A lot has happened since the last newsletter to which this parable can be applied:
 I turned 60 in April
 The Minnesota Twins started the season with high hopes (again)
 The Minnesota Vikings drafted the “best available athlete” (again)
 Politics is in full swing (again and as always)
 I switched political parties (your guess as to which way)
 Tariffs were imposed and public lands continue to be endangered
 I shot a paddlefish with a bow (SEE COVER)
 I started a new hobby - fly tying (as though I needed another hobby)
 I started “wagging” (combination of walking and jogging)
 Archery deer season will open September 1
 GFP eliminated most archery regulations
 Big money continues to erode bowhunting (SEE PRECEDING POINT)
Who knows how all this will turn out in the long haul. Good news or bad news? Hard to say.
Play hard and have fun!
Mike McKnight
Editor

"A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is
wrong when it tends otherwise.” Aldo Leopold
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The President’s Point
Jim Twamley
Presidents Column, Summer 2018:
Summer, with its heat and humidity is here. Those of us in the SE part of the State
would appreciate if the rain would move further North to areas that need it. We had
our Turner County 3D shoot the weekend before we got 12” of rain in 4 days. We were
lucky; we now have 5 targets that are surrounded by water. Hopefully water will be
gone by the end of July, when we have our next scheduled shoot. June meant the Elk
drawings has taken place and hopefully you were successful in getting a tag. I was
lucky enough to draw an Archery Cow Tag in the second draw, though I did use my
Preference Points to get it.
2019 Convention:
Plans for the Convention are moving forward with Barry Wensel 2019 being confirmed as our guest speaker. The Convention next year will be held February 15 and
16 at the Izaak Walton League in Pierre. On Friday night there will be a Pot Luck Social Gathering at the Governors’ Inn beginning like last year. Saturday’s events, including seminars, raffles, trophy board and P&Y measuring booth will be at the Izaac Walton complex on Saturday The Banquet and Program will finish out the night at the
Izaacs Walton as well . We are planning on setting up on Friday, so we will have out
trophy wall set up so please bring your mounts or photos to the event to share. More
information on the Convention can be found in the minutes that are located in this
Newsletter.
GF&P
I attended the June GF&P Commission meeting in Aberdeen to testify against the
Department dropping the Bowhunter Education requirement, which the Commission
ended up in removing the Requirement. Before the meeting and during breaks I was
talking to GF&P Staff and was shocked to hear them say that they did not know SDBI
still wanted to be involved with Bowhunting decisions within the State. This is especially true with the Equipment changes they are proposing and unfortunately will be
finalized before you read this Newsletter. I will be testifying at the commission meeting
in July against most of the changes and hopefully will have some effect on the Proposals. One of the main focal points of SDBI is that we do work with the Department
whenever they are working to modify Bowhunting in the State.
In the past, the Department has always came to SDBI and asked for our input as an
Organization into any changes they were considering. The Department even went as
far as to ask SDBI to propose updates to equipment regulation changes and updates
but as of now, that is not happening and I am not sure what has changed in the past
few years. I explained to the Department Staff that I talked to, most of whom work in
Pierre, that indeed SDBI wants to have input into these decisions and that we will take
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The President’s Point
(continued)
Jim Twamley
an active role in the process. We will continue work with GF&P whenever possible
but will always put the SDBI’s membership concerns for Ethical and Fair Chase pursuit of Big Game first. It is, in my opinion, imperative that SDBI be involved whenever possible to promote Bowhunting, whether it’s at the Legislature, the GF&P Department, or in dealings with other Organizations that try to change our bowhunting
heritage in South Dakota.
Membership Recruitment and Retention:
One of the first things that come up when I meet a new Commissioner, Department staff, or another group’s leader; is the question of how many active members
we have in SDBI. This has been a concern from the time I became a member 20
years ago, however it’s more important today than ever before. When I joined SDBI,
and especially after I became a Board member, we represented approximately 20%
of the bowhunters in the State at that time. If you use GF&P’s figures that there are
approximately 10,000 active bowhunters in the State, we have less than 5% of the
Bowhunters that belong to SDBI. To me this is not an acceptable number, as unfortunately people say we don’t represent the majority of bowhunters in the State.
We all know of people who were members of SDBI at one time or another. When
you see these people or if you are one of these people, ask them why they no longer wish to be a member, or what would it take for them to become a member?
Please forward any information they give you to me or any other Board Members as
we really would like to know so we can try and come up with changes that will make
SDBI more responsive to our members. If you talk to someone that has not been a
member, ask them to consider joining SDBI to learn what SDBI can do to protect
our Bowhunting Heritage in South Dakota.
Another thing you can do is tell your bowhunting buddies and members of your
Archery Clubs about the upcoming Convention in Pierre. Explain to them about the
raffles, guest speakers, trophy displays, the P&Y measuring opportunities and fellowship that they can enjoy while attending to learn what SDBI is about. Once they
see what we are about, maybe that will encourage them to become a member.
When I talk to bowhunters about SDBI it still amazes me that most have never
heard of SDBI or we only are a Traditional Equipment organization. It is up to all of
us to recruit new members to our organization. The Convention is a great time to
show the non-members of what it means to be a member of SDBI. Remember our
strength as an Organization is only as strong as our membership and our voices
heard.
Jim Twamley;
President, SDBI
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Vice President’s Voice
Wyatt Skelton
Hello fellow bowhunters,
Summer is here and draws should for the most part be over. I was not lucky to draw any elk
or such tags, but still hoping on Iowa deer yet. Let us know where you drew a tag for an out
of state venture. Or perhaps, you were lucky enough to draw a SD elk tag or one of the other
coveted tags. Let us know! We love to hear of everyone’s upcoming pilgrimage for the thrill
of the wild outdoors. We want to hear about your expedition when it’s concluded as well.
Tell us what was learned, lived, and loved.
Also of interest is the game commission is making some pretty big changes to the archery
regs and season. Now archery deer will open September 1. Also changes to regs regarding
equipment are to be eliminated or drastically reduced. Bowhunter education likely will be
dropped. Time will tell of the effect and impact of these changes. Thanks again to Dana
keeping us abreast of the issues being dealt with and for our new look on the website. And
thanks to Mark for lining up Barry Wensel for the 2019 Convention. If we can all just do one
little thing to move bowhunting forward in a positive manner we can have a significant benefit for bowhunting in South Dakota. Just an email, phone call, or a letter to those in position
to make change can really carry some kinetic energy to carry our momentum as SDBI. A
voice and an influential organization for the Bowhunters of South Dakota.
Pick a spot, aim true,
Wyatt

Next deadline to submit articles or
pictures is October 1

Email articles, photos, want ads, cartoons, and letters
for newsletter submission to :
Mike McKnight
msmcknight2912@gmail.com
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SDGF&P Commission Involvement
Dana Rogers
Fellow SDBI Members, you may have all noticed the large amount of changes being submitting to the GF&P Commission for approval this year. Over the last several months, we have
seen a lot of change requests being made such as the September 1 archery opener, new archery equipment proposals, Firearms deer allocation change processes and the like. I’ve done
my best to try and keep abreast of many of these proposals and had several discussions with
SDGF&P Staff members. I’ve attended and testified at a few commission meetings over the
past year and so has President Jim Twamley. We were fortunate to have Mike McKnight sit as
the SDBI representative during the Deer Stakeholders group and I’ve been in attendance for
the Elk Stakeholders group meeting as well as the Wildlife Damage Management working
group.
If you haven’t stayed up to date with the SDGF&P, Commission or citizens proposals, then
please make an effort to start. Most months, the SDGF&P Commission will have a meeting
with the agenda being posted about a week prior to the meeting. A new rule requires that any
public comment be submitted via e-mail 72 hrs. prior to the meeting. That usually means by
Sunday at Midnight as most meetings will start Thursday. If you are in the area of a scheduled meeting, I highly recommend that you attend or at least listen in live at sd.net online.
In February, the SDBI membership voted to send a position paper on Non-Resident Archery
permits for both deer and antelope to the SDGF&P commission. Our position at that vote was
to recommend the unlimited Non-Resident permits be capped or at least changed to Whitetail
only for deer. Over the past few months, we saw the SDGF&P Staff propose a cap (quota) on
limited access unit permits for BOTH resident and non-resident bowhunters for limited access
units requiring a free limited access unit permit. That would include hunt units like the Custer
National Forest, the Grasslands and the Hill ranch etc. That staff proposal was tabled during
the April meeting in Rapid City so that the Commission could gather more information on resident and non-resident hunting as a whole.
If you look into the statistics, you will see that we have quite a bit of non-resident pressure in
our larger public lands, along the Missouri River corridor as well as anecdotal accounts on
many Game Production areas East River. At $286, our unlimited non-resident archery deer
and antelope permits are becoming more and more attractive. Now that we are going to see a
September 1 archery deer opener, I fear it will only become more crowded on our public lands
for our resident bowhunters. Now, I’m not anti-non-resident by any means, as I hunt as a nonresident myself in many states. But, each of those states typically limit the number of nonresident permits as well as strictly limiting the units or zones a non-resident can hunt on those
permits. South Dakota does neither currently.
Just recently, I’ve seen South Dakota mentioned in 3 separate national bowhunting publications touting the ease of getting a license, the economical price of that license and our abundant public lands. Again, I fear it’s only going to get worse as far as competition and crowding. If you have a strong opinion either way on the non-resident hunting issue, I urge you to
get involved and contact the SDGF&P and the SDGF&P Commissioners.
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SDGF&P Commission Involvement
(continued)

Dana Rogers

A recent conversation that I had with a high level SDGF&P staff member lead me to believe that the commissioners want to see more hard data. The commissioners will be meeting in Pierre on July 11 at the Ramkota. I’m told they will be discussing non-resident hunting then at length. I encourage everyone who can be there to attend and provide testimony.
If you can’t attend, you can e-mail the commissioners and the SDGF&P staff prior to the
event with your thoughts.
Additionally, my conversation with the staff member yielded some direct insight to many
of the changes we have been seeing proposed this past year. The primary focus seems to be
all about removing “roadblocks” to participation and getting more opportunity and involvement. Some of the equipment proposals are directly tied to enforcement and also removing
“restrictions” and “roadblocks” to participation. Those comments were directly attributed
to things like Bowhunters Education, an earlier archery start date and some of the equipment proposals.
Some of the Archery Trade Association equipment recommendations for change that the
SDGF&P staff is proposing to change include removing the letoff restriction; allowing
electronic devices such as the range finding sight; allowing 40# bows to use expendables
for elk; changing the axle to axle measurement to top of cam to bottom of cam; allowing
telescopic sights on bows; removing the grain weight requirement for arrows and removing
the arrow length requirement.
If you heard about the recent snaring ban proposal on public lands, you will know that the
possibility of Trappers losing those lands and season opportunities came directly from ONE
person who happened to have his hunting dog snared last year while pheasant hunting on
public lands. The South Dakota Trappers association came out in full force and was united
in their effort. They came out with some great testimony and professional and informative
presentations. Standing united, they successfully fought off the restrictions. In my opinion, this was an awesome effort and we South Dakota Bowhunters could learn a lot from
that united action.
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Board Meeting Minutes
June 2018
South Dakota Bowhunters Inc.
2018 Board Meeting Minutes
June 10, 2018
I. Call to order
The South Dakota Bowhunters board meeting began at 11:00 am on Sunday June 10, 2018 at the Anchor Grill in Chamberlain SD.
II.
Roll call
The following people were present: Jim Twamley (President), Ryan Biel (Treasurer), Dana Rogers (Secretary), Mark Viehweg,
Craig Oberle, Garin Haak, John Meyen and Jake Leibke. Wyatt Skelton (Vice President) had a work conflict and was absent.
III.
Approval of minutes from last meeting
Draft minutes published in the last issue of The South Dakota Bowhunter were reviewed. Motion to approve was made by Craig
Oberle and 2nd by Ryan Biel. Motion passed.
IV.
Financial Report:
Treasurer Biehl reported that SDBI has $2,973.33 in Checking and $11,112.21 in Savings.
V.

New business
a)

Transfer Corporate Resolution – Ryan Biel needs control of our accounts to function properly as Treasurer. Upon
a motion by Rogers, seconded by Haak, the board passed a resolution authorizing Ryan Biel to transact and conduct any and all banking business as needed in conjunction with his duties as Treasurer of SDBI. Motion Passed.

b)

2019 Convention Speaker – Mark Viehweg arranged for Barry Wensel to speak at the 2019 convention and banquet in Pierre at the Izaak Walton. Most of this business was conducted via e-mail shortly after the 2018 convention. Ryan Biehl asked for a contract stipulating costs and services. Mark Viehweg will contact Barry Wensel to
secure the contract.

c)

SD GF&P Update – President Jim Twamley provided insight from recent discussion with GF&P personnel. Jim
Twamley relayed that GF&P interpretation is that we (SDBI) are not a functioning organization. Past SDBI
Board had indicated that “We didn’t wish to be involved in determining equipment decisions”.

SDBI needs to rebuild our relationship with GFP to get back into the fold. Secretary Rogers plans to meet with GFP to
try and relay our message of wanting to be involved and a part of decisions that affect Bowhunting in SD.
d)

Kota Bows Appreciation – As discussed at the last meeting after the convention, SDBI wants to recognize the
years of support Tim Finley of Kota Bows has provided us. Discussion included the plaque in the shape of SD
with the SDBI logo on it. Mark Viehweg volunteered to procure the plaque. He also asked about the organization
purchasing a gift card to show our appreciation. Motion was made by Dana Rogers to approve and 2 nd by John
Meyen. Motion passed.

e)

2019 Convention – Will be held Feb 15-16 at the Izaak Walton league in Pierre. Discussion about booths, speakers and events ensued. The Friday night potluck in the Governor’s Inn, blocking off rooms and setting up that
Friday evening at the Ikes was discussed by Ryan Biel.
Seminars – The board discussed seminar speakers and topics for next February. John Meyen offered to approach
Wes Koehler about doing one on bowhunting Africa. Dana Rogers offered to approach Al Kraus about doing one
on equipment, one of his hunts and perhaps archery in the schools. GFP will be asked to provide another update
and Barry Wensel will have a slot as well. The seminars will be followed immediately by the general membership
meeting.
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Board Meeting Minutes
(continued)

Booths – Barry Wensel will be selling books and DVDs. Jim Twamley said that he would approach Marilyn
Bentz about a booth for National Bowhunters Education Foundation. Ryan Biehl will ask Wes Koehler to set
up a booth. Jim Twamley is willing to set up a measuring table and will ask Stan Rausch and possibly Bob
Barden for assistance.
Raffles/Auctions – Mark Viehweg will ask Tim Finley about another bow. Other members discussed reaching
out to other bow builders as well. Members are encouraged to reach out to Bow manufacturers for a bow
donation or another business to underwrite the cost.
2020 Convention will be held in Mitchell with Scott Loecker taking point. The Mitchell members who will be
putting on that convention need to be present at the 2019 convention to provide an update.
f)

By Laws – President Jim Twamley could not find any documentation to change by laws that was actually
voted on and finalized in the past when changes were drafted. Reviewing the by-laws for concurrence, compliance and changes.

g)

Election of Officers - Assigning Board Positions: It was discussed and agreed to confirm the delegation of
authority that was made at the February meeting. Jim Twamley will serve as President in 2018 and is filling
a 2 yr. (previously vacant) position. Wyatt Skelton will retain his Vice President position and this is his 3 rd
and final year of his term. Ryan Biel will serve as Treasurer and this is his 3 rd and final year. Dana Rogers
volunteered to fill the positon of Secretary; this is his first year of a 3 year term. Mark Viehweg (2-yr) and
Garin Haak are filling 2 yr. terms. Craig Oberle has 1 year remaining. John Meyen and Jake Leibke will
serve as the remaining board members. Unless mentioned, terms are for 3-years. Craig Oberle motioned to
approve with Ryan Biel 2nd. Motion passed.

h)

Membership Recruitment and Retention: President Jim Twamley stated that the Newsletter is a big benefit
and no longer having a quarterly newsletter for advertisement is an issue. Discussion about requiring that
anyone that receives the Newsletter be a dues paying member ensued. President Jim Twamley wishes to have
the Newsletter printed again for the membership as well as distributing to the archery shops. It was discussed
that it cost $427 to print 225 copies of the winter 2017 issue that had 12 pages. It cost $708 to print 250 copies of the winter 2016 issue that was 20 pages. After cost/benefit discussion Mark Viehweg motioned to print
1 copy in 2018 and that it is the winter issue with a convention flyer inside. Rogers 2nd. Garin Haak added
that the issue should be small with only pertinent board and convention information to reduce cost. Motion
passed.

Discussion on printing flyers to send to archery shops listing the benefits of joining. Banquet Info, Lobbying Efforts, Website and Facebook information. Rogers volunteered to create flyers and send to as many archery
shops as we can find. Rogers motioned and Mark Viehweg 2 nd. Motion Passed.
i)

GF&P Policies – Equipment Change Proposals: Scott Simpson of GFP sent President Jim Twamley an email to review proposals that will ease restrictions on archery equipment that is being pushed by the Archery
Trade Association in many states. The Board went over each item listed individually and voted on each.
-

Electronic mounted device on bows (sights with range finder). Rogers motioned to oppose and Jake
Liebke 2nd. Motion to oppose approved.

-

Let off restrictions removed (currently 80%). Discussion centered on P&Y standards and drawing a
“line in the sand” against too much technology. Mark Viehweg motioned to oppose with Craig Oberle
2nd. Vote to oppose removing let off restrictions passed.

-

28” axle to axle, now being measured cam tip to cam bottom. Discussion of the Gearhead bows and using shorter bows illegally (inside a pickup). The board decided to go along with the GFP; we don’t like
it but feel it’s a losing battle with all bow manufacturers going to shorter and shorter models.
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Board Meeting Minutes
(continued)
-

Telescopic sights – Discussion regarding aiding in taking game and possibly lead to people taking longer
shots. Motion to oppose by Craig Oberle and 2 nd by Mark Viehweg. Motion to oppose carried.

-

Arrows 26” and less – Discussion and research on P&Y stance. P&Y standard is 20” or more. Motion by
Craig Oberle and 2nd by John Meyen to advocate GFP uses the 20” minimum standard. Motion passed.

-

Arrow weight less than 275 grains when hunting “Big Game” – Discussion regarding length, grains per inch
and total weight, speed and Kinetic Energy. Due to the “Big Game” reference and the fact that Elk are large
boned animals requiring a lot of KE to penetrate and ethically harvest, the board opposes this measure as Elk
definitely require a heavier shaft. Motion by Mark Viehweg to oppose 2 nd by Garin Haak, motion passed.

-

Allow the use of bows 40# and less for elk with any broadhead – Discussion, this will allow lighter arrows
out of lower poundage bows to use expandable broadheads on elk. SDBI opposes this change. Motion by
Mark Viehweg 2nd by Rogers, opposition to this passes.

j)

Web Page – Discussion: The website is old and hasn’t been kept up to date. Rogers will look into and attempt to
create a new website. I will get with Jim Peterson about transferring the sdbi.net domain name to the new site
once it’s built. John Meyen motioned and Ryan Biel 2 nd. Motion passes to create new updated website.

k)

Corporation Paperwork – Update and check with Dale Penning. Ryan will contact Dale Penning about transfer
and paperwork with the Secretary of State. Craig Oberle motioned and John Meyen 2 nd. Motion passes.

SDBI Surveys – Discussion: Garin Haak was concerned about not knowing the surveys were being run via e-mail. They
had 5 members and none of them took it. Rogers added that multiple e-mails were sent from a couple different
accounts telling members to check junk mail and update setting to enable receipt of e-mails from surveymonkey.com
Of the 205 members surveyed, approximately 95 took the survey regarding the September 1 archery start date. In the
event more surveys are done, every effort will be made to contact each member via e-mail, Facebook or even cell
if necessary.
Sioux Falls Outdoor Campus West Outdoor University – Aug 4, 2018. Jim Twamley and perhaps Mark Viehweg will
man a booth from 9 am – 4 pm. It costs $50 in permit fees if we are going to sell anything. Motion by Mark
Viehweg and 2nd by Rogers, approved booth.
VI.

Adjournment

Motion to Adjourn by Mark Viehweg, 2 nd by John Meyen. Motion Passed, meeting adjourned.
Minutes taken by Dana Rogers

x

DR

Jim Twamley

Jim Twamley
President
South Dakota Bowhunters Inc.
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Experts Respond to the Top Seven Gripes
We See from Chronic Wasting Disease Skeptics
Reprinted with permission from Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (trcp.org)

Experts Respond to the Top Seven Gripes We See from
Chronic Wasting Disease Skeptics




There is a lot of misinformation out there, so we had three experts clarify exactly what will and
won’t help stop the spread of CWD
Since the TRCP first began advocating for real and meaningful steps from national decision makers to control Chronic Wasting Disease, we’ve noticed that this emerging epidemic seems to be the
new climate change. While the topic has become unnecessarily politicized in many online forums,
some common misconceptions could be keeping many hunters from taking urgent action.

Many of us get reliable information from our friends and social networks about where to go hunting
and fishing, what gear to buy, and what techniques to try. But on an issue that is this important to
the future of deer hunting in America, we’d rather have hunters hear directly from the experts. So
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Experts Respond to the Top Seven Gripes
We See from Chronic Wasting Disease Skeptics
(continued)
we brought together three of them to tell us honestly if any of these CWD-deniers have a point.

Here’s how they responded—calling on science, field experience, and just good sense—to the
most common gripes we see from skeptics.
Gripe #1: “Chronic Wasting Disease has been naturally occurring as long as there have been deer— it is not
new and the threat is no more imminent today than it was decades ago.”

RICHARDS: While it is challenging to prove either way, there is little evidence to support the idea
that CWD has existed as long as deer have. The CWD distribution pattern observed in several geographic regions suggests disease was introduced in a modern timeframe, became established,
and subsequently spread in a radial and progressive fashion. In several areas where the disease
has been documented the longest and where prevalence is highest, population impacts have now
been documented. If CWD had “been around forever,” it seems likely that these impacts would
have been documented in the historical record.
THOMAS: CWD was first identified in the United States in 1967 in Colorado—so, no, it’s not exactly new. But it’s clear that the threat of CWD is growing at a faster rate each year. It has gradually
spread around the Western states and into Canada, and in 2002, it was found east of the Mississippi River for the first time in Wisconsin. Mississippi recently became the 25 th state to find the disease. Not only is the disease spreading across the United States—through the legal transport of
live deer and elk and the natural movements of wild deer—it is also putting down deeper roots in
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Experts Respond to the Top Seven Gripes
We See from Chronic Wasting Disease Skeptics
(continued)
affected areas. In one county in Wisconsin, more than 50 percent of adult bucks tested came up
positive for the disease, and that rate has climbed faster each year that testing has been done.
CORNICELLI: It’s also important to note that state wildlife agencies have a moral and legal obligation to manage wildlife populations for the long-term. So, whether or not you believe that this threat
is “imminent today”—which I do—it’s my job to focus on the future of these species. This concept is
often difficult for hunters and many others to understand, because in today’s society we live so
much in the present.
Gripe #2: “I’m not worried about CWD, because the disease has never been found in humans.”

THOMAS: It’s true that a link between CWD in deer and illness in humans who consume deer has
not been proven. However, because similar diseases, such as mad cow disease, have made the
jump from cattle to humans, both the World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control urge caution. A recent review of 23 different studies of CWD potential in humans concluded that
“future discovery of CWD transmission to humans cannot be entirely ruled out on the basis of current studies, particularly in light of possible decades-long incubation periods for CWD prions in humans.” That’s why the QDMA urges hunters who kill deer in CWD zones to have each deer tested
for the disease and wait for test results before consuming the venison.
CORNICELLI: Why take the risk? I am astonished at the low number of deer tested in Wisconsin
counties with the highest concentration of CWD. It indicates that hunters are perfectly comfortable
feeding infected venison to their families. Perhaps because at this point in time we aren’t seeing
human disease, people don’t think it will ever be an issue. However, I follow the CDC guidelines,
and so do most of the people I associate with.
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Experts Respond to the Top Seven Gripes
We See from Chronic Wasting Disease Skeptics
(continued)
Gripe #3: “I’m not worried about possibly consuming venison from a CWD- positive deer, because I don’t eat
my meat rare.”

RICHARDS: Disease-associated prion proteins are very resistant to breakdown by heat. As such,
cooking venison from a CWD-positive deer, regardless of how “well done” it is, will not appreciably
deactivate prions.
THOMAS: One study found that prions are still viable after being incinerated at 1,562 degrees
Fahrenheit. “Well done” won’t even scare ‘em.
CORNICELLI: Perhaps Hank Shaw can write a book on CWD-venison recipes? “Drogon, Rhaegal,
and Viserion: The complete guide to cooking venison ash.”
Gripe #4: “We should just allow the natural predators of deer and elk to take care of the CWD problem.”

THOMAS: CWD incubates in whitetails for an estimated minimum of 16 months and an average of
two years before the deer become “clinical.” This is when they begin to show symptoms and would
be more susceptible to predators in their weakened state. Higher predator numbers would not control CWD, because adult deer are infectious to other deer throughout the entire incubation period.

Gripe #5: “Can’t we just shut down all the deer farms? Problem solved.”

RICHARDS: Even without the captive cervid industry, CWD will likely continue to grow and
spread—it is now well-established among some wild cervid populations. Reducing or eliminating
human-assisted movement of CWD, on the other hand, has been identified as a key preventative
measure.
CORNICELLI: Even if we agreed it was the right decision, it would be difficult. The captive cervid
industry is well-connected politically and has been very effective at promoting their importance to
the world economy. Conversely, hunters do a poor job organizing and can sometimes seem more
interested in their short-term benefits—antler point restrictions, season timing, and bag limits—
rather than the long-term viability of deer populations. This is how deer farming, a small industry at
$17 million a year in Minnesota, can overwhelm something as economically important as statewide
deer hunting, worth $500 million a year in Minnesota.
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Experts Respond to the Top Seven Gripes
We See from Chronic Wasting Disease Skeptics
(continued)
Then there are hunters who buy into the captive cervid industry propaganda, saying, “This is not a
big deal, we can use genetic manipulation to solve this problem, and captive cervid testing is 100
percent accurate.” None of this is remotely true.
Gripe #6: “You are exaggerating the scope of the CWD problem and fearmongering to raise money.”

THOMAS: Perhaps the most dangerous thing about CWD is how slowly it eats its way through a
deer population. It does not create stacks of dead deer that are visible to hunters. In fact, many
hunters in CWD zones never see sick deer. While CWD is always fatal to any deer that gets it, they
may not show symptoms or appear sick for up to two years. Meanwhile, they are spreading it to
other deer and depositing prions in the environment through their saliva, feces, and urine. So the
situation may not appear alarming, even inside CWD zones.
The alarming part is what will happen to these deer populations over the next 10 years, 20 years,
and beyond. There is no vaccine or cure for CWD, it is 100 percent fatal, and we still don’t know
how to eradicate it from areas where it has been established. These are the facts—not exaggeration—and this is a recipe for a slow-moving disaster. Action must be taken now to prevent the further spread of CWD and to focus research on finding solutions.

A bio tech samples deer

for CWD. Photo by Tina Shaw/USFWS.

Gripe #7: “CWD is such a huge problem, there’s nothing that any of us can do at this point.”

CORNICELLI: I don’t share that fatalistic view, and I think there’s still a lot we can do—although I
admit that in several places (parts of Wisconsin), the horse has not only left the barn, it died some
time ago. As an agency manager for more than 25 years, I would be negligent in my responsibilities, as would my colleagues, if we threw up our hands and gave up. But wildlife management authority is not created equal in every state. Some states have the regulatory authority they need to
16
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find solutions, but often state legislatures are unwilling to take the necessary steps to do what the
state wildlife agency believes to be right.
THOMAS: Yes, there is, and hunters can contribute. When you travel out of state to hunt, find out if
you’ll be hunting in a CWD zone, learn the local regulations about transporting parts of your deer
carcass. If you learn of someone planning to illegally transport live deer, report them to law enforcement.
Prevention is the only effective method for dealing with CWD, and hunters in unaffected areas must
become engaged in the prevention effort. If you don’t have CWD in your woods, you don’t want it.

Reprinted with permission from: Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership (trcp.org)

2018 Bear — Photo courtesy of Marcia Hoeck
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Pictures!

Bowfishing paddlefish — Ryan McKnight

Bowfishing paddlefish — Justin Kubesh

9-11-2001 Caribou — Marcia Hoeck
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SDBI Sponsors
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SDBI Sponsors

We’re Out There Drawing
Down So You Can Too
When you need sports gear or just a little advice, come
to Scheels. Our expertise doesn’t come from a book or
a brochure. We learn by doing. We’re archers too,
shooting 3-D leagues and backyards all summer. And
we’re hunters, using every spare minute we have to be
in the field. Visit with the archery experts at Scheels.
We’re right there with you.

SCHEELS
41st and Western Sioux Falls 334-7767

20

Take out an Insurance Policy on your Future

SOUTH DAKOTA
BOWHUNTERS, INC.
What is South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.?
 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a bowhunting
organization interested in preserving and upgrading
bowhunting in South Dakota.
 South Dakota Bowhunter, Inc. is a leader in the South
Dakota Bowhunter Education Program.
 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a leader in fighting the
anti-hunting movement in South Dakota.
 South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. is a strong lobbyist working
in the best interest of Bowhunting.
What benefits would I gain by becoming a
member of South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc.
 A quarterly newsletter (shown top right) full of stories, pictures, and tips from SDBI members. This
newsletter also keeps you up-to-date on bowhunting seasons and license availability. The satisfaction of
knowing you have done your part to insure bowhunting future in our state just by joining.


Please Print Clearly

MAIL TO: South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc. PO Box 351, Pierre, SD 57501

Name:____________________________________________ Phone:_______________________________
Address:___________________________________________ Email:_______________________________
City:___________________________ ST:_________ Zip code:___________________

New

Renew

Electronic Membership

Free

Youth/Student Membership

$10

Single Membership 1 Yr.

$20

Single Membership 3 Yr.

$50

Family Membership 1 Yr.

$30

Life Membership

$250

Sponsor:___________________________

Visit our website www.sdbi.net
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Youth Grant Application
Youth Grant Application
Name of Organization
Contact
Phone
Address
Email
National Affiliations
Describe the organization

Describe how you would use the money

How many kids do you work with now?
How many bows does the organization own?
How many adult volunteers do you have?
Describe why your organization should receive this grant
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South Dakota Bowhunters, Inc
P.O. Box 351
Pierre, SD 57501
Address Service Requested

ed
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SDBI
P.O. Box 351
Pierre, SD 57501
www.sdbi.net
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