CROSSBOWS AND GAME LAW VIOLATOILIS

In ithe August izsue of Ameriean Dowman Review a lea-
tured article appeared extolling the virtues of the cross-
baw as o hunting weapon., Tt was pointed out that no skill
was required in its use and that anyone who eould shoot a
rifle could shoot the erosshow, and that up to sixty yvards
it wng ps aceurate ns the firearm. 1L was also pointed out
that not mueh physieal exertion was reguired to cock the
how, as a woman coild handle an eighty pound eross bhow
and two hundred pound erosshows were recommended For
hunting for men. Tt was also suggested that in hunting,
the erossbow be earried fully cocked, (thus eliminating the
nae of any execss physienl energy, ] But the importnnt thing
ihat this artiele did not mention was that the crosshow is o
SILENT WEAPFON.

What prompts this discussion iz the faet tnat in our
pvening paper we read that Michigan Conservation Officers,
on a routine eheck of vaeationers returning from the north
over the past Labor Day week-end, made a 2core or more
of arrests for illegnl game o possession, deer and gome
hirds, out of sepson, This only served to remind ug, that
Michigan, as well as all game states, has lta share of poach-
ers, game-hogs and game law violators. Anyone who has
hunted during the how aspson, has heard those rifle shots
of some gun hunters anticipating their season, and daring
the gun seazon heard those shots at night of vielators shin-
ing deer. It is the sound of those tell-tale gun shots, that
haz enabled our conservation officers to do a pretty good
job of cleaning up on the game violators.

But leave it to the arehers! They would be the ones to
start promoting the crosshew! The poachers, game hogs
anid game law violators will surely kiss them for that! Here
iz n weapon that reguires no akill to use; as accurate as a
rifle at short range: and above all, if is SILENT. Why shoot
arrows in it? Tt will throw darts, slugs and bolts just as
well, In fact thal I8 what they used 1t for in the good old
davs. But it is e silent feature of the weapon that will
appeal to them, Mo more tell-tale rifle shotz to warn law
enforcement officlals that they are about their unlawiul
huginoss,

CTROSSBOW OUTLAWED IN MICHIGAN

We bow hunters in Michigan worked hard to gel cur Hrst
pre-seagon for deer in two counties in 1837. In 1939 we
were suceagsiul in getting all deer hunting counties in the
state opened up to bow and arrow hunting. One crosshow
manufacturer In 1940 thounght it would be a good idea to
mueele in on the Bow season, got an offhand opinlon from
the Conzervation Department ihat the crossbow would be
. K., and was prepared to flood Lhe state with a crossbow
ecampaizn among riflemen. We bowhunters got wind of this
and put up a vigorous protest. We went to the Attorney
General of the State, and got Nhis legal opinion that the
erosshow was not n bow within the meaning of our Bow
and Arrow Huntlng Laws, and Mrther that the crosabow
eould not even be usged during the gun season. The crozshow
ig an illegal game weapon in the State of Michigan.

Par the hepelit of those who might have been consider-
ing cetting ernssbows and hunting in Michigan, and for
howhuniers In other stafes who want Lo protect their hard
won pre-seasong or special howhunting areaz from  en-
croachment hy the crosshow, we publish here the legal
apinion of the Attorney General of the State of Michigan:

“STATE OF MICHIGAN
Offiee of the Atlorney General

Lansing, Michigan, July 10, 1840
“Diepartment of Conservation,
Langing, Michigan. )
Attentlon; H., R, Sayre, Chief Field Administration.
Gentlemen: We acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
8, in whieh vou ask the opinion of Lhis department as Lo
whether or not a ‘crosshow” can he used during that period
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of the deer season which iz allotad to those hunting with
bow and arrow. 4
Please e advised that we are of the opinion that a cross-
bow was not contemplated by the legizlature when It passed
it et permitting deer to be hunted by bow and arrow. We
call your attention to the following definition of ‘bow’:
'Bow: A weapon made of a strip of wood or
other elastic material with & eord to conneet the
two ends when bent by means of which an arrow
is propelled.”
Webster's New International Dictionary.
This has been the universally accepted definition of a
bow amil it g Lthe accepled definition of the term in the
gport of archery, That definition does not inelude the term
‘crossbow’, whileh is defined as: :
‘CROSSBOW: a medieval weapon for discharg-
ing guarrels, stones, ete, formed of a bow set
crogs-wise on a stock. CF, 'arbalist.”
'ARBALIST: A crosshow consisting of a steel
bow set in a shaft of wood furnished with a string
and trigger and a mechanleal ‘device for bending
the bow. Tt is served to throw arrows, darts, bul-
lets, ete.”
Wehster's New International Dictionary.
“We o oare definitely of the opinion that the statute in
gquestion would not permit the taking of deer with cross-
bows or arbalists, even though an arrow were used in the
weipong, instead of a bullet, slug, dart or other missile.
“Wea likewise call your attention to Sectlion 6218 of the
Compiled Lawa of 1929 as amended, which in Section 10a
prohibits the uze of a mechanical device for the purpose of
capturing or killing any game protected by the laws of the
slate. [t appears to us that a erosshow or arbalist would
most certainly he a mechanical device within the meaning
of this act. Tt iz to be noted that the provisions of the act
permitting the use of the bow and arrow state that it shall
not bhe desmed to be a mechanical device within the mean-
ing ol BSection 10a as above referred Lo,
YVery truly yours,
THOMAS READ, Attorney General
By (Slgned) Willard Melntyre,
Deputy Attorney General.”
YLBrh'T

CROSSDBOW ENDANGERS OUR BOW HUNTING
PRIVILEGES

We, who enjoy the privileges of special areas or special
sensons Lo hunt with the bow, won then a little at a time.
We had to convinee sportsmen that our sport was clean and
convines the publie that the bow is as humane a weapon
ug any used in hunting, Game Commissions soon recognized
that bow hunting is o tough sport and that the kills are few
and far between, Our chances of bageging a deer are 26 to
I as agninst o rifle hunters chanees of 3 to 1, Shooting ac-
curilely with the bow requires skill, acquired only after
persistent practice, Year alter year of failure doesn’t dis-
courage Lhe frue bowhunter, He keeps on practicing and
hopes that this will 2urely be the vear to bring home that
trophy. DBowhunters are universally recognized as good
clean sporigmen, We have received our special areas and
geasons: retalned and expanded them with the help of
aportsmen’s clubs made up of gun hunters. What will hap-
pen if we acknowledge the erossbow to be a blood relation
of our beloved bow, and approve of the use of the crossbow
during our how zeasoens? How can we be assured that the
crasshow addicts will shoot arrows with them, so as to
gqualify their weapon as o “bow and arrow’ under the hunt-
ing laws of vour state, if they are more liberal than in
Michigan? They don't even call their missile an “arrow"’
but & “holt”, the recommended length of which is 12 inches,
reznmably the “bolts™ are made of wood with feathers
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