CROSSBOWS AND GAME LAW VIOLATOILIS

In ithe August izsue of Ameriean Dowman Review a lea-
tured article appeared extolling the virtues of the cross-
baw as o hunting weapon., Tt was pointed out that no skill
was required in its use and that anyone who eould shoot a
rifle could shoot the erosshow, and that up to sixty yvards
it wng ps aceurate ns the firearm. 1L was also pointed out
that not mueh physieal exertion was reguired to cock the
how, as a woman coild handle an eighty pound eross bhow
and two hundred pound erosshows were recommended For
hunting for men. Tt was also suggested that in hunting,
the erossbow be earried fully cocked, (thus eliminating the
nae of any execss physienl energy, ] But the importnnt thing
ihat this artiele did not mention was that the crosshow is o
SILENT WEAPFON.

What prompts this discussion iz the faet tnat in our
pvening paper we read that Michigan Conservation Officers,
on a routine eheck of vaeationers returning from the north
over the past Labor Day week-end, made a 2core or more
of arrests for illegnl game o possession, deer and gome
hirds, out of sepson, This only served to remind ug, that
Michigan, as well as all game states, has lta share of poach-
ers, game-hogs and game law violators. Anyone who has
hunted during the how aspson, has heard those rifle shots
of some gun hunters anticipating their season, and daring
the gun seazon heard those shots at night of vielators shin-
ing deer. It is the sound of those tell-tale gun shots, that
haz enabled our conservation officers to do a pretty good
job of cleaning up on the game violators.

But leave it to the arehers! They would be the ones to
start promoting the crosshew! The poachers, game hogs
anid game law violators will surely kiss them for that! Here
iz n weapon that reguires no akill to use; as accurate as a
rifle at short range: and above all, if is SILENT. Why shoot
arrows in it? Tt will throw darts, slugs and bolts just as
well, In fact thal I8 what they used 1t for in the good old
davs. But it is e silent feature of the weapon that will
appeal to them, Mo more tell-tale rifle shotz to warn law
enforcement officlals that they are about their unlawiul
huginoss,

CTROSSBOW OUTLAWED IN MICHIGAN

We bow hunters in Michigan worked hard to gel cur Hrst
pre-seagon for deer in two counties in 1837. In 1939 we
were suceagsiul in getting all deer hunting counties in the
state opened up to bow and arrow hunting. One crosshow
manufacturer In 1940 thounght it would be a good idea to
mueele in on the Bow season, got an offhand opinlon from
the Conzervation Department ihat the crossbow would be
. K., and was prepared to flood Lhe state with a crossbow
ecampaizn among riflemen. We bowhunters got wind of this
and put up a vigorous protest. We went to the Attorney
General of the State, and got Nhis legal opinion that the
erosshow was not n bow within the meaning of our Bow
and Arrow Huntlng Laws, and Mrther that the crosabow
eould not even be usged during the gun season. The crozshow
ig an illegal game weapon in the State of Michigan.

Par the hepelit of those who might have been consider-
ing cetting ernssbows and hunting in Michigan, and for
howhuniers In other stafes who want Lo protect their hard
won pre-seasong or special howhunting areaz from  en-
croachment hy the crosshow, we publish here the legal
apinion of the Attorney General of the State of Michigan:

“STATE OF MICHIGAN
Offiee of the Atlorney General

Lansing, Michigan, July 10, 1840
“Diepartment of Conservation,
Langing, Michigan. )
Attentlon; H., R, Sayre, Chief Field Administration.
Gentlemen: We acknowledge receipt of your letter of July
8, in whieh vou ask the opinion of Lhis department as Lo
whether or not a ‘crosshow” can he used during that period
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President of the MNational Field Archery Association

3800 Mason Street, Flint 5, Michigan

of the deer season which iz allotad to those hunting with
bow and arrow. 4
Please e advised that we are of the opinion that a cross-
bow was not contemplated by the legizlature when It passed
it et permitting deer to be hunted by bow and arrow. We
call your attention to the following definition of ‘bow’:
'Bow: A weapon made of a strip of wood or
other elastic material with & eord to conneet the
two ends when bent by means of which an arrow
is propelled.”
Webster's New International Dictionary.
This has been the universally accepted definition of a
bow amil it g Lthe accepled definition of the term in the
gport of archery, That definition does not inelude the term
‘crossbow’, whileh is defined as: :
‘CROSSBOW: a medieval weapon for discharg-
ing guarrels, stones, ete, formed of a bow set
crogs-wise on a stock. CF, 'arbalist.”
'ARBALIST: A crosshow consisting of a steel
bow set in a shaft of wood furnished with a string
and trigger and a mechanleal ‘device for bending
the bow. Tt is served to throw arrows, darts, bul-
lets, ete.”
Wehster's New International Dictionary.
“We o oare definitely of the opinion that the statute in
gquestion would not permit the taking of deer with cross-
bows or arbalists, even though an arrow were used in the
weipong, instead of a bullet, slug, dart or other missile.
“Wea likewise call your attention to Sectlion 6218 of the
Compiled Lawa of 1929 as amended, which in Section 10a
prohibits the uze of a mechanical device for the purpose of
capturing or killing any game protected by the laws of the
slate. [t appears to us that a erosshow or arbalist would
most certainly he a mechanical device within the meaning
of this act. Tt iz to be noted that the provisions of the act
permitting the use of the bow and arrow state that it shall
not bhe desmed to be a mechanical device within the mean-
ing ol BSection 10a as above referred Lo,
YVery truly yours,
THOMAS READ, Attorney General
By (Slgned) Willard Melntyre,
Deputy Attorney General.”
YLBrh'T

CROSSDBOW ENDANGERS OUR BOW HUNTING
PRIVILEGES

We, who enjoy the privileges of special areas or special
sensons Lo hunt with the bow, won then a little at a time.
We had to convinee sportsmen that our sport was clean and
convines the publie that the bow is as humane a weapon
ug any used in hunting, Game Commissions soon recognized
that bow hunting is o tough sport and that the kills are few
and far between, Our chances of bageging a deer are 26 to
I as agninst o rifle hunters chanees of 3 to 1, Shooting ac-
curilely with the bow requires skill, acquired only after
persistent practice, Year alter year of failure doesn’t dis-
courage Lhe frue bowhunter, He keeps on practicing and
hopes that this will 2urely be the vear to bring home that
trophy. DBowhunters are universally recognized as good
clean sporigmen, We have received our special areas and
geasons: retalned and expanded them with the help of
aportsmen’s clubs made up of gun hunters. What will hap-
pen if we acknowledge the erossbow to be a blood relation
of our beloved bow, and approve of the use of the crossbow
during our how zeasoens? How can we be assured that the
crasshow addicts will shoot arrows with them, so as to
gqualify their weapon as o “bow and arrow’ under the hunt-
ing laws of vour state, if they are more liberal than in
Michigan? They don't even call their missile an “arrow"’
but & “holt”, the recommended length of which is 12 inches,
reznmably the “bolts™ are made of wood with feathers

® Continued on Page Twenty-six




evonson, Pasadepnn Archors
atonll, I'asadena Archoers....
dee:  Adams, Cornell Bowmen
T Larwla Hobbing, Intervalloy Clab
21, John Waolz, Clallnm Bowien.
22, Clarence Wise, Sr., Flint 3o
4. K. P, Coarder, Pasadona Archers
24, Clarence Wiae, Jr,, Flint Rowmoe
2 George Soloviell, Pasadena Archers
i Thomas Jellerson, Pasadena Archer
Harold Fisher, Pasadena Archers
Horace Itlanchard, Olyvmple Archers
B, W, Twiitchell, Tasadenn Archers
cGeorge Moarkworl, Pasaadenn Archers
 PPaul Parmndee, Coviliggn Archers
Lo Carl Hasore, Posadena Archers.....
Aark Markwort, Pasadena Archers
Con Caldwell, Cascade Archers
Dorsey Powell, Cngeade Archees,
Herls Tirooks, BEverctt Archers
Theo Thorsen, Malibu Archery
in, Fred AMonzel, Pasadena Archers,.,....
. Loz Hooth, Cascade Field Archer
JUNIOR 1ROYE:

L. Wnrd Hulboart, Cornell BownieD........
2 la'!l{u{' Warnock, Ponline Archary Club.
1 Pnrker, Pasadena Arehers,.,.......
4, Chooles Coulter, Oregon Trall Archers.. .
L. Hobert Stallecer, Flint Dowmote..... .. 1
b LW i Truitt, Pasadens Archors.,.
Huek, Flnt Bowimen........
¥ LaCasae, Flint Bowimeho. . ...
- Newaome, Pasadens Archers ... ..
LADIRES

EXPERT BOWMAN CLARS:

L. Bonnde Touth, Melibe Archery Clulh 1540 40y
20 DBetty Bichardson, Flint owtser & 44k
3. Lols Marting Malba A rohiery Ol 5 S
1. Lulu Stalker, Flint Dowimon.... 1 414
I, Marlan Medllastor, Nutley, N, . G 4134
. Buretha Schonudser, Roseville, I —in 402

i
i

7. Marle Donelson, Intervalley Club
8. Roze Dundas, Flint Bowmen.. ...
":. Lan Neoloy, Mallbu Archery Cluh,

1. Betty Handershot, Muolibn Archery Chib..,., 376 —an 446
BIMWMAN CLASS:
1. Beth Cole, Oregon Trall Archecs............ §0-293 160 443
2. Sue Miller, Oragon Trail Archers Td=-264 170 44
4. Loiz Ketzler, Flint Rowmen.... 73254 160 118
4, Marge Stewart, Pasadena Avche 57-221 190 411
5. Cora Bower, Cascade Fleld Archers - B3R 170 372
. Hidna Howatt, Intervalley Archory - 50-168 190 458
7. Viola Aaull, Pasadenia Archers. . BG=102 150 a2
2 Ollve Willaher, Flint Howmen 41-141 190 331
A Mary Tarxlor, Flint Bowmen G5-2011 a0 281
ARCHER CLASS:
1. Audrey Cowdray, Pasadena Archers,. apn
2o MNorvma Flowntt, Intervalley Club,.., G5=242
B Charlotte Remley, Intervalley Club. Bi=214
4. Margaret Hathaway, Clallam Bowimnen. Hh-202
4, Jame Hall, Flint Eowmen............ Gi-195
. Ldilllan Ticmenson, Pasadena Archers 1%-17%
7. Mabel Lindberg, Clallam Dowimen [l -1 53
5 Ida Guilland, Intervalley Club..... M-147
4. Bix Lawson, Cascade Field Archers. bi1=14
10, Hazol "White, Flint Bowmen...... 47-147
11. Trorls Mae Phillips, Caszcada Avreh -128
12, Mayhell Bingaman, Pasadena Arvohers -188
13, Leona Roehrig, Flint Bowmen ... 32-114
14, Clandette MNecley, Malibu Archery Club.. 111
15, Hathtyn Slewart, Intervalley Cluh 3g=-109
16, Lais Newsome, Pasadens Archer 101
17, Maria Terry. Intervalley Club. 12- 44
HIGH 5G

Men . Waomen
A. T.. Harrlson FBurelhn Schomaker ...
Lok Poppa ety Richardson .., 87

Jueasle Quay
Frank (ircgory
Tinny Munson

Tetty  Hendershot
5 Loia hlartin
L6158 Marims Aeill

EBlunts from the Old Stump.

® Contlnned from Page Eilght.

for vanes, Dut how long hefore their holts will be of steal,
shorter and more effective? Will they still be arrows? We
can eanceive of a 200 pound erossbow shooting o steel or
iron holt through a deer and making o bigger hole than
eould be done with a rifle, and with more erlppling results
it a wvital spot 5 not hit, Onee you have sanctioned the
craosshow ag a hunting weapon, how ean vou police the type
of missiles that will be used? With a weapon that requires
no skill to use, and as accurate as a rifle at the short
ranges deer are 2hot in most states, how long do yvou thinlk
Game Commisslons, other sportsmen and the publie will
lolerale specinl seasons or areas for us? Once we adopt o
weapon an 4 pir with the shotgun or rifle as o game golter,
we are going to have to hunt in competition with and dur-
ing the same season as the gun hunter. The time for us to
take a atand on the crosshow 1s now, when they are talking
of "museling in” on our, bow hunting seasong! If we em-
brace the crosshow as the hunting companion of the bow,
it will be too late! If the crosshow enthusziasts want to hunt
during the gun season, we gee no objection, as that is whera
they belong. Bowhunters in every state must be on their
guard lest through iznerance or good nature, we sanction
a weapon that will surely cost us the special bow seasonz
or areas we have worlked 2o hard to obtain,
BOW vs. CROSSBOW

If anyone asked yvou how you happened to take up the

bow as a hunting weapon, he would get about the same
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answer that he would from anyone of us. Perhaps it was
ithe romantic historical background of archery that got us
interested, Or possibly the exploita of Maurice and Wil
Thompson, Chiel Compton, Art Young or Saxton Pope, or
even our modern day bowhunters. Many of us old time gun
hunters were looking for new thrills and interest in hunt-
ing. We wanited to go hunting for hunting's sake with
weapons that taxed our zkill and gave our game bigger
odds. We love the feel of the bow; it feels good to flex
ounr museles in drawing the bow; we thrill at the flight
ol the prrow, conscious thal ours was the energy that sent
& Continued on Page Twenty-alght.

LAMINATED BOWS ... ARROWS
CUSTOM MADE ONLY

STEW HAMILTON'S ARCHERY SHOP
4250 Warner Rd., Cleveland 3, Ohio x

—Write for Price List—

CUSTOM MADE HUNTING BOWS

Men's Hunting Bows, 50 to 65 Ibs,

Made of air seasoned Oregon Yew.
Rawhide Backed ....cooeeemrreeree.

Broadhead Hunting Arrows . par doz., 12.00

Roving ATTOWS ..occcceemececcssenscscecn.o..peF doz,, 8.00

CASCADE ARCHERY CO.

6702 M. Maryland Ave., Portland 2, Oregon

$23.00

McMILLAN & SON
WHOLESALE FEATHER GRINDING

5 Toledo Street
Seneca Falls, Mew York

— INQUIRIES SOLICITED —

IN A RUSH7777

if so0, send your order Lo us,
Try our famous pre-war extra prompt
shipping service.

HUKTING HEADS (really good ones)
Made of 22 ga. presaed steel, full welded and
hardened. Thelr long 2" tapered shank minimizes shaft
or head breakage. Two types to choose from; ¥your
money refunded if not fully satisfied. 2 blade broadhead
Lutherpoint (best penetrator) $3.00 doz. 3 blade Bod-
kin heads (wont planer-— most accurate) $3.76 dosz.
Note: these heads are legal — the use of cruel, barbed
heads are forbidden in most states.

FORTISAN (For Extra Fine Cords)
A Celanese product of great strength making very
compact bow cords of remarkable durability. Goes much
farther than flax. Large 4 oz, ball, with directions
only $2.00.

FLAX (For Bow Cords)
High grade, hard finish No. 18 Barbour's, 2 oz. ball 30¢
BEULLET TYPE TIPS (First Ones in 2 Years)
30 eal. hard copper nickel long jackets for 5/16" shafta,
40¢c doz. :
CEDAR SHAFTS (Extra Nice)
Milled round and smooth, unusually straight: 95/32%
5/16%, 11/32" slzes @ 86e doz. Matched for welght
and spine §1.25 doz. Milled to fit our tips and nocks
for 15¢ doz.
Rate Card Free — New Catalogue About May 15th

INDIANHEAD ARCHERY & MFG. CO.

25 Years Specializing in Raw Materials
CHARGE ACCOUNTS INVITED
Sorry—No More Hickory Backed Oedar or Osage Staves
Discount to Bona Filde Dealers Only
Box 303A, Lima, Ohio

ARCHERY @etober, 1946
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GROUND BASE FEATHERS
Catering exclusively to the needs of the
archery manufacturers.

THE STAFFORD COMPANY

Box 368 -:a Burlineton, Town

CASCOPHEN

NEW RESIN GLUE
OF UTMOST DURABILITY

! THE PERFECT BOWYERS GLUE
WITHSTANDS PRACTICALLY ANYTHING:

@ Cold or
| @ Moist or dry heat
| @ Mould ar Mingus

& Continuous ¢

bailing water ® Tropics
® Solvents
8 Acids or
nitidoor expozure

ol zera cold

allkalis

|

| Bonds a Wide Variety of Materials

|  Wood Leather Gloss [ibre
Linoleum

l I % :1:_|':‘:|i:'.--i filar Pl

Croclkery

Ashegtos (TRH N

1stics

Mow Available for Your Use
Pints $2.50 Quarts $4,00

Mlus Posiame

STEW HAMILTON'S
ARCHERY SHOP

1250 Warner Ho;

wl, Cleveland

3, Ohio
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Ride a
WINNER

For Sale Only in Betier Stores

¥*

|_ "The Archery of
Champions”

*

INDIAN ARCHERY
& TOY CORP.

EVANSVYILLE, IND.

— FORTISAN —
BEOW BACHKINGS
D, 2, N, Hicliman's Latest Contribution to Archery
Aeluvenate your pet bBow — BReflex the limbs
Protect the back — Simple to apply
Will add up te 15 |bs. to the drawing weight without
adding any noticeable bulkk — It finlshes beautifully
Standard "'.'\."clnht Heavy Welght
1" wide x 72" long—3L.00 1* wide x T72* long—3%1.50
1%” wide =x 2" long— 1.B0 1%" wide x 72" long— 2.I5
27 wide x 72 long— 2.00 B wide x T2* long— 3.00
SEMND FOR 188 CATALOG
i b we Wil Gladly Back Your Bow.
=LA Write for Quotation.
ROBIN WOOD ARCHERY CO.

955 BROAD ST, MEWARK 2, M. J.

DOING ONE JOB WELL

Wild Marsh Grass
Targets — Plain and
Skirted Faces

Write today!

SAUNDERS

ARCHERY TARGET CO.

MANILLA,
IoWA

ARCHERY e




